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1. Policy Statement 
The Flag Policy provides guidance on the display of flags that are flown at all Okanagan College 
campuses.   

2. Purpose 
The purpose of the Flag Policy is to designate which flags will be displayed at each campus, the 
locations for display and when flags will be flown at half-mast.     

3. Scope and Application 
This Policy applies to the use of flag poles and the display of flags at the Salmon Arm, Vernon, 
Kelowna and Penticton campuses.    

4. Definitions 

Half-Mast Means demonstrating respect and mourning for an individual or to mark a significant 
event or date. Half-mast generally means the flags are moved to a position exactly 
half-way down the flagpole.    

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96052_01
https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/sites/default/files/2024-02/procedures_for_flag_policy.pdf
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5. Policy Principles 
5.1 The national, provincial and college flags will be displayed at each campus. In addition, flags 

representing the First Nation on whose lands a specific campus is located will be flown where 
agreed to by the individual nation[s]: 

a) A flag representing the Syilx Okanagan Nation will be flown at the Kelowna campus; 

b) A flag representing the Secwepemc nation will be flown at the Salmon Arm campus; 

c) Flags representing the Okanagan Indian Band and Syilx Okanagan Nation will be flown at 
the Vernon campus; 

d) Flags representing the Penticton Indian Band and the Syilx Okanagan Nation will be flown 
at the Penticton campus.  

5.2 Flags will be displayed daily on exterior flag poles at the entrance to each campus.  

5.3 Okanagan College follows federal and provincial protocols with respect to flying flags.   

5.4 No other flags will be flown on campus flag poles. Flags representing individuals, groups, 
organizations or special events may be displayed at other internal or external campus locations 
with the approval of the CFO & Vice President, Corporate Services.    

6. Flags Flown at Half-Mast 
6.1 Flags will be flown at half-mast from sunrise to sunset when: 

a) A period of national mourning is declared by the Federal Government; 

or 

b) A period of mourning is declared by the Provincial Government; 

or 

c) There has been a death of a current employee, current student, or current Board of 
Governors member and in accordance with family wishes. 

or 

d)  There has been a death of a leader within a local Indigenous community and in 
accordance with community wishes.    

or  

e) It has been directed by the President’s Office.  

7. Related Acts and Regulations 
None.  

8. Supporting References, Policies, Procedures and Forms 
About National Flag etiquette - Canada.ca 
National Flag of Canada etiquette  
Flag Protocol - Province of British Columbia 
Student Death Response Policy and Procedure 
Procedures for Employee Death Response  
Flag Display Request Form 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/flag-canada-etiquette/about.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/flag-canada-etiquette.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/office-of-the-premier/intergovernmental-relations-secretariat/protocol/flags
https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/sites/default/files/2021-02/StudentDeathResponsePolicy.pdf
https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/sites/default/files/2023-06/procedures_employee_death_response.pdf
https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/form/flag-request-form
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