
 

BI-WEEKLY UPDATE  
 

Hats Off 
The LAR / Ed Tech Team would like to tip their hats to instructors in our Therapist Assistant Program, 

Certified Dental Assistant Program and Health Care Assistant Program for collaborating by having their 

students demonstrate appropriate lift techniques to other students. What a fabulous opportunity for 

students to share their expertise and network as up and coming health care professionals. 

 

Points of Note:  
 

COOL TOOL ALERT! 

StoryMap is a free tool for students, instructors, and faculty to tell digital stories on the web 

highlighting the locations of a series of events. It can be used to present the progression of a 

virus, migration patterns, population expansion or the journeys of fictional characters or 

historical figures, any content that can be represented on a map. 

LAR / Ed Tech Road Show Dates 

LAR / Ed Tech are coming to a campus near you, and we are excited to introduce you to the team, try 

some exciting new instructional tools and approaches as well as answer questions. Please pop by and 

visit us on the following dates on your campus: 

 

Penticton: Wednesday, November 10 10:00 – 12:00 PC Atrium  

Salmon Arm: Tuesday, November 16 11:00 – 1:00 Room SA-134 

Vernon: Monday, November 22 10:00 – 12:00 Room D223  

 

ATTENTION Faculty and Instructors!!! 

The LAR and Ed Tech team are looking for nine individuals to test either Kahoot, Wooclap or IClickers in 

the learning environment. We will provide three people each with the same tool to test over a two-

month period, starting January 2022. Once the testing period is over, you will come together to share 

your learning about each tool. Finally, we will offer a one-hour open debate type workshop for faculty 

and instructors on the tools. Please email learningandappliedresearch@okanagan.bc.ca if you are 

interested in becoming a tester before December 3rd. Names will be gathered on a first come, first serve 

basis. We will notify all participants by December 10, 2021. 

 

https://storymap.knightlab.com/#examples
mailto:learningandappliedresearch@okanagan.bc.ca


 

Kaltura Virtual Classroom  

Kaltura Virtual Classroom is an easy-to-use online teaching platform that is now available inside Moodle. 

With just one click, you can engage with your learners using interactive tools like those found in 

Blackboard Collaborate (whiteboard, screen sharing, and breakout rooms). However, the added features 

such as real time notes, live quizzes and video sharing and storage, will make you go WOW! Yes, Zoom is 

a great video conferencing tool, but the interactivity of Virtual Classroom is seamless, and you don’t 

have to leave Moodle. On March 31, 2022, Blackboard Collaborate will be replaced by Virtual Classroom. 

Over the next 5 months we are offering workshops, small group sessions and one-on-one training on the 

Virtual Classroom platform. Please join us as we explore what this platform can do for your course 

delivery and student outcomes. Check out our Professional Development workshops PDF for a list of the 

remote workshop delivery dates and times. You can also contact us directly to book a small group 

session or one-on-one training for your department. 

 

Portfolio Hosting through Open ETC  
Are you considering using portfolios for students to synthesize learning experiences and reflect on their 

learning? Portfolio development is a learner directed form of authentic assessment, which can be 

completed for one course or an entire program. Digital portfolios are becoming increasingly adopted as 

they can host multiple forms of media and are easily shared. Open ETC is an open-source site that 

provides hosting and access to three platforms, WordPress, Mattermost and Sandstorm for educators 

and students. Please reach out to learningandappliedresearch@okanagan.bc.ca if you would like to 

explore the many possibilities of portfolio assessment. 

 

Preparing for the Upcoming Term 
We invite you to schedule a meeting with us to discuss approaches to capitalize on your course 
development and explore tools to best support your style of teaching. Are there new features you would 
like to implement in Moodle? Does blended course design interest you? We are also excited to connect 
and discuss the many tools and approaches presently available.  
 

Learning and Applied Research - Books 
Want to have a good read about learning, teaching and student success? Come see us in B120 or email 

us to borrow one of our books. We have several to choose from and we are building our library. Listed 

below are just some samples: 

 

➢ Evolving Education: Shifting to a learner-Centered Paradigm, Dr. Katie Martin 

➢ Adult Education and Lifelong Learning in Canada: Advancing a Critical Legacy 

➢ The Power of Making Thinking Visible, Ron Ritchhart and Mark Church 

 

https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/sites/default/files/2020-07/Remote%20Delivery%20Workshops%20LAR.pdf
https://opened.ca/community-resources/wordpress-support/
mailto:learningandappliedresearch@okanagan.bc.ca
mailto:learningandappliedresearch@okanagan.bc.ca


 

Workshops  
Exciting new workshops have been scheduled. You will find the catalogue on the Learning and Applied 

Research website. Please register online. 

 

Here are some examples of workshops coming up, don’t miss out! 

• Teacher presence – can it be cultivated? 

• Blended Course Design 

• Accessibility Services, Let’s Talk Accommodation Letters 

• Learning Outcomes and Assessment Strategies 

• New and Exciting Moodle Plug ins 

 

Indigenization – Readings and Dialogue  

As a follow up to our first session discussing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to 

Action, our next reading was selected, Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death and Hard Truths in a 

Northern City by Tanya Talaga. Copies are available through the OC library, Okanagan Regional Library 

as well as Mosaic books. Our next session will be held from 12:00 – 1:00 on December 3. Please register 

 online to receive the meeting link.  

 

BCcampus Trades Summit Series 

Trades Summit Series 2021 includes sessions on Leveraging Technology for Team-Based Learning, 

Humanizing Assessments, Building Communities of Practice: From the Micro to the Macro, and 

Podcasts for Learning Trades? Sessions are held every Monday in November. Visit the link provided to 

register.  

 

The Future of (Digital) Higher Education: Insights and Proposals from 
the Canadian Digital Learning Research Association - Carl Doige, PhD   
 

From many perspectives, the higher education landscape is in flux. One area of particularly rapid 
change is our evolving perception of the role of digital technologies to support student learning. This 
change is the result of a confluence of several factors including improved access to fast 
internet, advances in online teaching/videoconference platforms (Collaborate, Zoom, 
Kaltura), developments in online quizzing and assessment platforms, and a greater exposure to teaching 
faculty to the online teaching environment. As post-secondary institutions navigate through 
the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond, there are questions as to what the future of 
higher education will look like1.   

As indicated in a recent report by the Canadian Digital Learning Research Association (CDLRA), 
even with a return to in-person learning, many Canadian post-secondary 
institutions (PSI’s) anticipate “more online course offerings, more hybrid course offerings, and more use 

https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/sites/default/files/2020-07/Remote%20Delivery%20Workshops%20LAR.pdf
https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/learning-and-applied-research/learning-and-teaching#workshops
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/learning-and-applied-research/learning-and-teaching#workshops
https://bccampus.ca/event/trades-summit-series-2021/?instance_id=3383


 
of technology for in-person teaching and learning going forward.” It is generally believed that 
students will want more flexibility in their learning opportunities2.  

While a growing body of research suggests that online and hybrid courses, in general, can 
be as effective as in-person or traditional approaches to help students achieve learning outcomes3,4, 
there remains many unanswered questions. For instance, it is still unclear which disciplinary areas are 
best suited for digital learning and what will be the best practices to encourage student engagement and 
inclusivity1,3,4.   

But, perhaps surprisingly, equally important are questions about the specific definitions of 
commonly used terms associated with digital learning2,3,4. According to the CDLRA 2021 report, about 
50% of the 81 Canadian PSI’s surveyed lacked an institutional-wide definition for the terms online 
learning and hybrid learning2. Further, there is considerable variation and contradiction 
between institutions for the definition of these same terms. Education literature also continues to 
report debate about the terms hybrid learning versus blended learning3,4.  Some scholars argue that the 
terms be used interchangeably to describe a blend of “face-to-face instruction with technology-
mediated instruction”3, whereas others advocate that the term hybrid learning be reserved for “the 
intentional use of technology as a replacement of seat time in class to foster an environment for student 
learning”4.  

In the spirit of finding consensus among Canadian PSI’s, the CDLRA report proposes a Modes of 
Learning Spectrum which essentially distributes the mode of course delivery into three “big buckets”: 
online learning, hybrid learning and in-person learning2. In this context, hybrid learning is used 
interchangeably with blended learning and is considered an umbrella term to also include flipped 
and hyflex learning.   

For some, the teasing out of commonly agreed upon definitions for digital learning modalities 
may seem pedantic. But clear definitions of these modes of learning will be necessary to accurately track 
the growth of online and hybrid learning and to accurately assess the effectiveness of these modalities 
in supporting student learning.   
 
The interested reader may wish to consult the references below for further information.  
1. Miroshnikov, G. Education's Hybrid Future: What We Know from 

Research. https://campustechnology.com/articles/2021/07/21/educations-hybrid-future-what-we-
know-from-research.aspx?m=1 (Retrieved Oct. 31, 2021).  

2. Johnson, N. Evolving definitions in Digital Learning: A national framework for categorizing 
commonly used terms. http://www.cdlra-acrfl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2021-CDLRA-
definitions-report-5.pdf (Retrieved Nov. 1, 2021).  

3. Müller Werder, C., & Mildenberger, T. (2021). Facilitating flexible learning by replacing classroom 
time with an online learning environment: a systematic review of blended learning in higher 
education. Educational Research Review, 34, 100394.  

4. Saichaie, K. (2020). Blended, Flipped, and Hybrid Learning: Definitions, Developments, and 
Directions. New Directions for Teaching and Learning, 164, 95-104.  

 

  

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2021/07/21/educations-hybrid-future-what-we-know-from-research.aspx?m=1
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http://www.cdlra-acrfl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2021-CDLRA-definitions-report-5.pdf
http://www.cdlra-acrfl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2021-CDLRA-definitions-report-5.pdf


 

 

Your LAR and Ed Tech Support Team: 

Tom Esson edtech@okanagan.bc.ca 

Sami Alkhatib edtech@okanagan.bc.ca 

Gee Lam edtech@okanagan.bc.ca 

Chantale Hutchinson learningandappliedresearch@okanagan.bc.ca 

Carl Doige learningandappliedresearch@okanagan.bc.ca 

 

Our LAR and Ed Tech team is here to help you with your instructional questions using Moodle and 

innovative ways to teach online, and we look forward to working with you to show you how to get the 

most out of the experience. Reaching us by our LAR/Ed Tech email is the very best way to connect with 

us. We aim to respond as soon as we are able so that we can support you in finding good solutions to 

your questions. Please ensure you include the detailed course name and as much information as you can 

when making an inquiry.  
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