
TWO certified dental assistant studens, Danielle Urlacher (eft) and Lisa Tetz, with the new dental
equipmentpurchased for Okanagan College from a fundraising campaigr.
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Golden opportunity for
dental as sistant students

An innovative fundraising
campaign initiated by Oka-
nagan College's certified den-
tal assistant sfudents has raised
more than $16,000 toward the
purchase ofa new dental man-
nequin, cabinetry and a state-
of-the-art digital radiography
unit for one of the program's
training units.

The students, with the
help ofinstructor Darcy Shaw.
have set up a gold-reclamation ,
program, collecting unwanted
dental extraction"s containing
precious metals from a var-
iety of participating dental of-
fices in the Okanagan.as well
as pieces ofunwanted or un-
usable jewelry and precious
metals at a number of loca-
tions droughout the college.

"Everyone who has gold
removed from their mouth
by a dentist has the option of
keeping the extraction," says
Shaw

'Most people don't know
what to do witr it so they
chcose to leave it behind at the
dental office. We are hoping
tlrat ifpeople know thcir do
nation can help snrdents in
need ofnew equipment, they
will choose to keep their gold
and will drcp it off at one of
the coUection spots at the col-
lege."

The students have set up
a prognrm with participatin!

dentists and supply the dental
offices with peJabeled bags,
which they pick up from the
offices when they are full.

Onc.e they have collect-
ed enough material to be pro-
cessed, they send the teeth
with prccious mctals to a Van-
couverrefinery.

The proceeds from the
gold reclaimed fronr thc do-
nated exh'actions go dircctly
to the purchase of much need-
ed new equipment for the 24
students in theprogram.

"Everyone in the den-
tal community has shown so
muclr support for our pro-
gram," says Brinany Davis. a
certified dental assistant stu-
denl'lVe feel tley believe in
us-they don't want us to fail
and want us to have the tools
to succeed in life."

'TV'e are apprcciative and
ex[emely aware of the gencr-
osity exhibited by the general
public and dental industry for
this fundraising campaign."
says Kathy Butler, exccutive
director of the Okanagan Col-
legeFoundation.

'This initiative is an ex-
cellent example of the kind of
support Okanagan College rc-
ceives as we continue to build
sbong partnerships in the
communities we serve."

In addition to collecting
the dental extractions. the stu-

dents have set up a number
of Seasure chests at the col-
lege where people can donate
any unwanted gold to the pre
gram.

Items like mismatched
earrings, unwanted or dam-
aged jewelry arc some ex-
amples of commonly donated
pieces.

"Purchasing new dental
cquipnrent is extremely cost-
ly," says Shaw. "We began
this program to help raise the
moncy for an imflorlant piece
of cquiprncnl thirt  wi l l  bcne-
fit the students' education ancl
tzrining immensely.

"We have sc.cured funding
for hnlf of thc cost of a digit-
al radiography unit arrd arc
hoping to cover the remaining
cost through our fundraising
so that our students can be ccr-
tified on the new technology."

The use of digital radi-
ography is becoming more
prevalent in the Okanagan as
the unit exlx)ses patients to
much lower levcls of radia-
tion. The digital readout prrr-
duces a computer-generated
image of the tooth. which al-
lows students to virtually tale
thc tooth out of lhe socket. ro-
tate it and show it to paticnts
on acomputerscreen.

For more information call
7 62-5445, ext. 4221 or e-mail
dshaq @ okanagan.bc.ca.


