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Okanagan employers turning their affention to Jamaica
BYApRTAN NrEoczYM
EUSINESS REPORTER

The Okmagm is lmking
to Jamaica for help with'its
htxnrr shortagc.

A new initiative b€twen
Okruragm Collcge md the
Centml Okar)agan's Econom-
ic Dcvelopmcnt Commis-
sion is going to bring Jamai-
cim worken md studcnts to
lhc area. Reprentatiws of
the college, the EDC md lo
cal businares re hmding
to Jamaica rext wek for lhe
wond tire in less thm two
monlns.

(he of thorc busimss-
c, Greybrck Consbuction,
hs applied to lhe fqlenl gov-
mrent ftr the right to bring
ovs s mily as 40 Jmicfr
workem duing 0rc rext two
ym to work on @nstrrction
projets. ircluding the w
WillimR. BmttBridge.

'We expect, espcially
on the bridge prcj€t, to have
Jmaicm worken by the end
of the smm," said general
mmagaTerryBm.

He is going to Jarmica
to interview prospective em-
ployes. Cetting $e full con-
tjngent of 40 will depend on
finding cmdidates with the
nceded skills.

Brcm is lmking for ex-
Srrienced trads ;rople, who
bcsides being ablc to do the
reesary work, can ac1 s
renton to his apprentices,

"This is a trerendous op
pornnity c an €mploys io
bnaden the deptlr of skilled
workm," he said-

He added mmt of the Ja-
maicm applicilts have five to
1.5 ym experiere.

The delegation to Ja-
mica will be gu6ts of hon-
ou at a reption at the Cm-
adim High Comission on
T\resday. Tlrcy will alrc ret
with Jamaim hirne Min-
ister Portia SimpsqpMiller
and oths gomt offi-
cials rd the ollege will sign
agreflEnts with wvral Ja-
rmicm mterpafis.

As a mlt, therc will be a
flw of Jmicm students to
Okanagan College.

'lvhile we 6't exrcdy
qwtiry hw mfly students
will onre' wc krow therc will
be dorens in thc fintywad
0ut will grow in the ym to
follw," sid ollege pmident
Jimllamiltm.

'We hm alreixly e
ceived a subctantial nmbq
ofap'plicatkxs for the coming
scholyer."

As rcll, graduates of Ja-
mim hsire diplom p,u
grdrN will be able to rmsfer
into the ollege's Brhelor of
Busims Administratim &-
8retrWram.

The initiative w6
laurched at thc sggation of
w OC busim pmfssa
Michrel Panmn, who alm
facilitated mtact betwen the
college, the EDC md the Ja-
mcmgom|mt.

Pattilsn m bom in Ja-
maica and used to work at the
Lrndon MeEopolitan Univq-

0KANAGAN COllEGE busiress prcfsmr Michrel Patter-
mn talk al a nws cmferere on Friday about hw he hel@ fa-
cilitate m initiative to bring Jamaim students and worken to
theOkanagan.

sity in Englmd.
PatteMn ard his fmily

mived in Kelma in Jmu-
ry. He immediately rcti4d
all the help wmted ads.

He also mticed lw tlrc
m's cultunl make-up is al-
mt exclusively white.

'l thought a litde flltw-
al divmity wold behealthy,"
heeid.

"l alrc thought I could u-
sist employas find wken."

Pattcson noted the U.S.

ud the U.K. have ben hiring
Jmicar wortm for ym.

He sid he did mt think
tlse wold be my prcb-
lems integrating the rew
workm into Okmagm com-
munitis.

He sid in tlrc six mnths
he md his fmily have ben
herc he hm not emuntered
mything but wmth md hos-
pitality.

He emphasired the mi-
mtion of Jmdcms will not

be a "satumtion," but mther a
"sprinkling" md the pople
coming here will be skilled
workes making a big rco-
nomic contibution to the re-
gron.

He also fpinled out Ja-
maica is itself a multicultur-
al sciety and that lots of Ja-
maicms m used to working
abroad.

He said Jamaican work-
en will not only help the orcr-
heated C)kanagan eonomy
but lhe rcmitterces thcy rnd
hom will knst the Jamaicm
conomy as well.

'1ile were admittedly a
bit skeptical," said EDC dir-
@tor Robed Fine before l6v-
ing on the fint bip to Jamaica
inApril.

'\il'e went in with mcd-
ium expetatims."

But the EDC ws im-
pressd with the welcom its
delegation rueived, the into-
st the Jmaicm govemrcnt
had in working with them md
the skill lmls of tlrc wo*en
int€rested in coming to Cil-
ada.

The worken coming over
would be on tempomry work-
er's visa. Brcm said he's
asked tlrc govemmnt for two
yeu Frmits. lle said Jamai-
cm worken would be paid
the same as similuly quali-

fied m<l exJrerienced Cmad-
ims. A joureymm carpenter
cil make betwen $20 to $30
m hor, with supruison md
forenrcn making morc.

As for inte€rating the rew
s.{)r*e6 into lhe work sites, hc
said he didn't cxlnt any morc

resis(ance thm nonlral.
He pointql oul consbuc

tion is sti l l  a mrchismo in-
dustry and ffr)plc tcn(l b pre
tel thcir turf but if lhc ncw
crnployces tkl g<rrl rvrrk.
"thcy'll bc acccptcd."
uier*m@kclmmqnc*.utm


