
Business
at Okanagan College i"

Penticton nsff+
A critrcal factor in any bLrs ness

/1deci\ ion is thereturn on investmenr
you can expect,  whether i t  is a f inancial
Investment you're making ,or an'
investment of energy. 

!

From almost any perspective, but
especially using the yardnick of return
on investment, one of ihe best
investments to be made by individuals
and or8anizat ions is in educat ion.
And many savvy businesspeople see
Okanagan Col lege and the Okanagan
School of  Business as a greai place for
investment.
"l 

Braduated with a diploma in
Business Administrai ion in the 1990s,"
says Darren Oslund, who is working

stu.lents qreft van.lehoek an.J Canercn Van rtnp wotking an a Busines prcie.t at the
Ketowna InternatianaI Anpa .

A GREAT RETURN
INVESTMENT

ON

in his family l  f i rm Oslunds of
Penticton -that has been around for 42
years. "With several years of business
experience behind me now, I can say
that taking the program was among the

best investments l've ever made. Even
coming from an entrepreneur 'al  family
with a long and successful business
history, I know thai I benelited from rhe
education,"

The reasons that Okanagan College has
gajned a strong repuiation for its many
proSrams, but especially for Business
Administration, is because it offers
affordable programs that are taught clos€
to home, by experienced professors
and teachers. i.ow student-to-teacher

rati05, opportunities for co-operative
work experience, and connections
with the region's employers: rhese just
maximize the oppoftunity for a great
return on invesiment.
"Our professors have real business
experience," explains Dr layne Brooks,
the Dean of the Okanagan School of
Business. "Many ofthem are in demand
as consukants to industry and they can
brinS that 

.real-world 
experience and

insight into the classroom with them. I
know too, that our profs genuinely care
about student success."
"No one goes into business with a
plan to fail," says Brooks. "t{d;admit

students to our programs witli a plan
for their success and we work hard to
help them make that happen. You.can
meetthe resuhs atalmost any Chamber
of Commerce evenL or anywhere else
when business people get together."

The ColleSe offers options in Accounting,
Human ,. Resource ManaBement,
Hospitality & Tourism ManaSement,
Financial Management, Marketing,
and Mana8ement: theret something
for everyone who envisions a career in
business or wants to extend the training
theyalready have. Students can takethe
tirst two years oftheir business diploma
and/or degree at the Penticton campus
and then easiJy transfer to Kelowna to
complete their  Bachelor of Business
Administration (BBA) deSree.

Starting their programs in Penticton can
give degree-bound students a leg up on
minimizing their  costs,  and maximizinB
thejr return on investment. Beingableto
attend business classes in Penticton, or

F E t r r , c ' o N  b u s i n e s s { , l f e s r y  e  I  d u q u s t  z o o ,



in Vernon, Sa nron Arm and Kelowna,
afiords stu(lents the opportunity to
obtdin a world-c. iss posr-Eecondary
eclucation at n fraction of the. cosl o{
h.rving to nrove to go to schooll

Thc cooperat ive educit lon opt ion
bcnciits both employers and students
in the Okanigan. Businesses have
the oppoftLrni ty to hire studenls who
have skl l ls and knolv edge in spcci f ic
specia t ies and sludenis havc thc
opporl l rni ty lo 8n n valunble work

Okirn. igin Co lege is l )ui ld ing n
repulat ion Tor exce lcfcc, lhrouSh
l l !  connecl ions to thc co munit ies
ll servcs, and throuSh the
ac.omPlishments of students,
stafi ancl iaculty. The reputation, _
ior instance, helped earn rhe
Colege a three-year conlract to
rLn Student Connecl ions, which
is an Induslry Cannda ni t iat ive
iunded throuSh the federal

Sovcrnnrent's Youth E ployment
Strategy. Esiabl lshed in 1996,
Student Confections .lellvers
on-si te customlzed Inlernet
ancl computer l raining and
e-business services ta)
lnral l  and mcdium sized
cntcrprises (SME) ln

these trai f ing and

recent graduates nE Sludent
Business Advisors and traincls,

The Col ege's reputation forexcellence
in the Okanagan School of  Bul ineEs
is also ref lected in rhe provincial
governmenll recent dccision to invest
5l  mi l l lon in a training partnbrship/
lcd by Okanagan ColeBe, the LC.
Chamber of Commerce, rhe C.lnadian
Federat ion of Independent Businesq
an. l  the Snral l  BLrsiness Roundlable.
The ini t iat ivc rs aimcd at hclpinS Br t ish
Colunrl) ia!  fast growinS smnl business
scctor conrpete ior and retain needed
rvorkers, as well as provldinS them
with the traini fg resources necessary to
r€malf  competi t ive.

consultation selv ces, Sturlent
Connectiof s hires qualif ied

Post-seconclary stucient! an.i

bcncfit lionr th s
quality and

accomplishment.  The Okanagan
School oi  Busines5 has a gro$ring
hlstory ol  s lr .cess in reBionnl an. l
intcrnat ional business s mu lat i . rn
competi t lons. The students.ont in!e
to showcase their exceptiofal business
knowledge wlth f i rst  p.1ce f l f ishe'
ancl outr tan. l ing performance.

The reputat ion s . lso Srow ng
internat ional i , ,  not only throuSh
competitions, but also through Okanagan
College student, Soing abrond and
inlenral ional s ludenls coming lo our
rcgion. ThrouBh thc Okanigan School
ot Businesst lfternationil Exchange
program, students can spend n semesteror
h^/o studying business in partner schook
in couftr les slrch as Cermany, France,
ALrstral la,  the Nelherlands, Auslr ia,
iapan, EnSland, Fin and and lhe USA.
Tui l ion renialns thc samc as thc studcnts
would pay at Ok.nagan Col lege

which provides :rn

9udcnrs



opportunity for students to travel and

continue theit studies

Additional business courses offerinSs at
'ihe 

Penticton campus include Applied

Business Technology, Office Assistant,

and Accounting Assistant certificate

programs. These programs range from

17 weeks to 10 months in length and

provide students with the required

skills to start a successlul careet

Craduates of these Office Administration
programs have excellent communication

skills, are proficient in a variety oi soitware

pograms and possbss a good knowledge

of the business environment. The Office

Administration programs Iadder into

other programs at Okanagan College,

so students can earn credit for their

studies when they d-ecide to advance

their edLrcation or careers

Whether short tem or longtem, full-time

or part{ime, studying at the Okanagan

School of Business will always provide a

sreat return on \,our invesunent &
t-,"tLl

Stuclent Connitions atwotk SaBh Duthie
a.s6ttne Shtto LonSe asnet ot '4 Pue Shade 
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