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Cnushing
Gru adion
not 0n
the lield
I New machine safely
disposes of compact
fluorescent liglhtbulbs and
extracts metcuty Yapouts
at the same time

By J.P. SOUIRE
The Dai ly Courier

he cnvironmental push is on to
switr:h from old-fashioned lightbulbs
to energy-eflicient fl uorescent
I  ight ing.
Ilowever, that shill also causes a dis.

posal and recycling challenge, since fluorescent
tubes and the new compact fluorescent lighf
bulbs (CFLS) contain mercury.

One solution is beirig explored by the waste
reduction oflice of the Central Okanagan
Regional District.

ln paftnership with Fortis, the regional dis.
trict plans to collect CFLS at Home Depot,
Home Hardware and Rona starting in mid-
October.

Planning is also underway to collect fluores.
cent tubes at recycling depots in Jdy 2m8, says
Carol Suhan, waste reduction manager."Until two or tluee months ago, nobody
asked. But with incandescent lights being
banned. the interest in CFLs and people recog-
nizing there is mercury vapour in these bulbs,
it's beconre a concern, and we are getting peo-
ple stafiing k) ask :rbout this."

She's lcarned thole is less mercury il each
trulb than there is in the average watch battery."lt really is a small amount, but, that said, we
don't want to Irc c.rleless, to say it's not an
issue at all. becausc it is," she said, noting the
publir: can take household batteries to The
llattcry l)octors at 1972 Windsor Rd. (off Spall
Road).

As ofJune, 1.8 tonnes ofbatteries had been
collected, so the company is on track to collect
up to four tonnes this year.

"They probably get around 80 to 90 customers
per month dropping off batteries. They've uSu-
ally accumulated three or four pounds at a
time," said Suhan.

Meanwhile, Graham lngram, facilities man.
ager at Okanagan College, heard about the
Premium Bulb Eater and ordered the
Okanagan's first $4,m0 system from Air Cycle

F'luorescent
I Contlnued from P€gE A l

Corp. (www.atcycle.com).
It not only crushes spent fluoresc€nt tubes of

any length into 100 per c€nt recyclable materi
al, the machine captures more than 90.99 per
cent of the $apours released, which include
mercury, said Ingram."It has a three-stage vacuum system. The first
couects the particulates from up to 1,350 four.
fmt fluorescent lamps. We change the frlter
twiee in filling a Slgallon drum," he said.

Since the campus has chemistry labs, full
drums can be stored there and included with
other hazardous wastes handled by an Alberta
company.

"The glass is so line that it's almost like sand.

It's added to asphalt for road surfaces," he said.
The three other campuses in Penticton,

Vernon and Salmon Arm send their spent bulbs
to Kelowra and receive new ones in return.

The Premium Bulb Eater also saves on
storage space since it can hold the equiva.lent
of 54 2S-bulb boxes.

It's so small that it could be moved from loca-
tion to location, and Kershaw has considered
that in partnership with the Central Okanagan
School District, which had a parallel investiga-
tion into different ways to safely dispose of
tubes.

Instead, the school district and Interior llealth
mav Uuv ttreir own brtlb cater. City staJT from the

*rieiii""tt"nt plant have also checkcd il out bp'

c.ruie ttrev use IIV fluotcscont tubes in their new

UV water disinfection Process.- 
itt" Uuit eat"r c"me with a vidm explaining safc

oDeration. Rick Monlagnon, the princilnl opera-

i6r.'*.ai. " p^.ti.le ntask anrl fa('e shiold' and the

area is coraonrnt ofl whilo thc bulbs seenl likp thny

are litcrally sucked into the machine in less than a

second."-'We 
tat<e recycting seriously," said Kershaw "l'm

surc there's even isafer alternative to where we

are now. We're not there yet, but we're well on our

ihat solves Okanagan College's disposal prob'

lems, and the regional district is planning a new
ivitem for tire puUlic. However' what does a home-
n'wnei or Uusiriess person do when one of the fluo'

rescent lamps breaks and the mercury vapour es'

capes?
Not many people, including manufauturers rep'

resentativli, nie a*"re that there are specific
"la^nup a".ott"ndations by Natural Resources
CanaAi anA tne fnvironmental Protection Agency
i - r h o I I Q"ili;"i" 

Werlnesrlav s erlition of The Dailv

Courier will explore ihat challenge'
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Okanagan College faclllty sewlce worker Blck Montagnon feeds a fluorescent bulb Into a speclal
dlsposal unll on Monday.The Premlum Bulb Eqter sately traps mercury vspours lrom the bulbs.
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