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Prudenceneededfor deﬁcrtspendlng

& safiscal conservauve,
[T the necessity of deficit
- s hard to swallow.
Since the 2006 election

our government has worked -

hard to reinin spending; in- .
vest taxpayer dollars so that

they produce long-term eco-. . -

nomic dividends for the coun-
try, reduce the national debt
and lower taxes. ..

Yet, even though our ﬁs- .
cal prudence hasputusina -
‘solid posttion to weather the -
current economic challenges,
we pow face the necessity of

spending more than we had
planned. : -

On that pomt, however
there must be an important.
caveat. '

- While Canadians recog-
nize the need for strong ef-
- fective méasures to be im- -

plemeénted in the upcoming -
- idget; they do not-want our :
: spending to put us mto a Iong.
- -term deficit. - A
i The aoceletated infusionf'

-of capital into this country’s
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. economy must be a smart in-
-+ vestinent of taxpayers’ dollam
_ almed at producing effect-

' ive and permanent economic

dividends. :

' In order to determine how: '

" best to do-this, many.com=-."

~:runities like our own have .

‘held: meehngs o d15cuss ways‘.- '

proceed:

‘Thave met w1th numer— ‘- .

- ous individuals and groups m—' '

ludmg the Kelowna Cham- |

-1 ber of Commerce who last’:

‘¥~ week held an economic-

- roundtable bringing together -

|+ local businesses and individ-

+ualsto gather ideas that will ./ -

27| - epsure the region’s economic -
1 recovery andgrowth. :

. The participants’ sug-

N gestions'_were thoughtful and-

. pracucal and ranged from -
* extending EI programs like .

Workshare and rediicing -

ating infrastructure spending -

tax cuts for individuals and "
corporations to ensure that . -

- Canada at least maintains its -
. current status as an attractive’- -
- place toinvest, live and work. ,

- More suggestions have:-

t(m

Hamllton beheves as do o
: many others, that federal and -

. provincial investment in col= -
- lege infrastructore and pro-

- grams can serve as a key ele- .

ment of a stimulus package.
The difficulty is that Oka-

' nagan College and other inséi-’

tutions in {anada face space -

: and funding shortages which .
. hamper their capacity to ad-
dress the retraining needs al- -
- . caveat of providing a posi- .
_tive long-term impact on the

" economy and a good return

ready being experienced as a

consequence of the eoonormc :
slowdown.,

- The Kelowna Chamber

of Commerce and many em- -

ployers'in our region have

made it clear that productivity -
and growth is threatened be- .-
cause of skilled labour short-.
ages in the Okanagan and that

.- the current economic-condi- - -

tions only stand fo worsen the_

- unpact
- CMHC fees so thathousing - -
is more affordable, to acceler- -

Funding the expansion -
of our colleges as part of our .

) . overall post-secondary spend-
and continuing with planned :

ing is a wise use of tax dol-

lars.

~. Canada. Would improve: ..

*_its productivity and the acute -

shortage of advanced skills. .~

+ would be mitigated by those'

: + - who have improved their -
since come across my desk -
from peoplé like Okanagan
. Co]lege pres1dent Jim Ham

skills or retramed for new op;

i portumtles

- This is the kmd of p031~ -

Ve thinking that has driveri:,
-the advice I'have received on -
 what should be included i i

the next federal budget. -
I thank those who took .

‘. the imeto provide tand 1. - -
have in turn brought the sug-- -
 gestions to the attention of Fi- -
| nance Minister Jim Flaherty,

I have no doubt that wis-

- dom will prevail in the Jan. 27

federal budget and that amy -
new spending will meet the -

on investment for taxpayers.
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Jor Kelowna-Lake Country.
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