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South Okanagan
~ She’s referring to. the
~construction work getting -
- underway on the cam-
* pus. — building an 8,500
" -squiare metre expansion to
the campus, with the rather . -

. lengthy title of Centre of

. ‘Excellence i~ Sustainable
* Building - Technologies
and ‘Repewable Energy
. Conservation,
: The expansion W
- announced this spring, and

pay in terms of getting this

new building.” '
Lomas said the college

has contingency plans to

help deal with the noise.
and pounding as best they.

. can, but expects there will

’s orrthe fast trag mtha'

‘inconvenicnce, That's part
of the price we have to all -

be growing pains through

the construction process
though she thinks even:
that. could be a learning

_experience for everyone,
01 campus. '

“Tt gomg'to be a huge

opportunity for Penticton
id the South Okanagan
lkameen,” she said.
‘The fact that it will be

‘built quickly is a really

geod thmg and the benefits
thenit's: completed will
be'phenomenal.”

= ‘_Enrolment at the cam-

process,
gh the final

‘sign because it means that

people are coming in with.

very specific goals,” she
said. “They're getting their

prerequisites and ar look--

ing at future plans.”
Health programs. are
another area that is getting

A lot of i mterest, w1th home L

support and practical nurs-
ing showing solid enrol—

‘ment figures.

“We - are experien- -

"cing 4 lot of very positive -

growth and so far we have

“been able to accommodate S
it,” said Lomas. “We hada

real surge in applications.
in August this year.”

Though it hasn’t

“affected college enrolment
yet, Lomas said she’s’ .

also aware of the declin- -
ing enrolment at the grade .
school level.

“We’re very conscious L
of the fact that in many . -
- school districts, the enrol-

ent is droppmg butwe're .-
also taking steps to appeal - -

1o as broad an audience .\
.as possible,” s

she . said;
explaining that the college
builds programs that not -
only appeal to the local -

~'student population and are - -
. in- demand by employ- .-
ers, but also ones that will: .-
- attract students of afl ages )

to the fegion. - -
“It is lifelong leaming. .

The average age on this . |
campus, depending on'the -

program, could be any-
where from23-26 andeven ..

 higher in some cases.” -




