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When you thmk about the scientifie community that

-exists in'’the: South Okanagan with' the National
‘Research Council’s ‘Dominion Radio Astrophysmal

Observatory (DRAO), the Pacific Agrifood Research
Station and now the planned Okanagan College Centre. .
of Excellence in Sustainable Building Technologles and o

.. Renewable Energy Conservatlon you_reahze that.ther
. are‘opportunities fo' "developlng new echnology ba
- pusinesses ed . it,”: sald o)
.- president Pé :

:~ ORIC, which was started in 2005, manages a success-f_ Co
ful technology business incubator at DRAO and expand o

ed last year in down- .
- town Kelowna. ORIC is "y, -
+ home to several start-up -

“and emerging technolo-
gy companies, includ- .
ing Pro-Active Safety ~
- Systems Technologies, -
: Verlcorder Technology,
Vlneyard Networks,
r-'-_EvolutlonaryInk and.' o
- SituWare. e
- The Kelowna office is. advantage Of
‘also” home to the.

‘Okanagan Innovation. -+ ~ Peter Haubrlch:

.Fund and the Southern,.

- Interior Innovation Fund as well as hosts a completeé‘f :
. team of NRC’s Industmal Research Ass1stance Program,. .

" (IRAP).

When the-$28- mﬂlxon Centre of Exce]lence opens on
the Penticton campus.in 2011, ORIC will have incuba-

. tor space in the building..

“We've had a long affiliation with Okanagan College. '

: - and are excited. at the opportunity to establish a pres-:

ence in Penticton on the Co]lege campus, and in associ-
- ation with a project as v1s1onary as the Centie for
"Excellence,” said- Haubrich. -

“Thé new Centre for Excellence features leadmg edge‘ s
- green technology,” sa1d Okanagan Co]lege Pre31dent )

- Jim Hamilton, .
7 “A major focus will- be tralnlng techn1c1ans and

1 tradespeople to use the latest.in sustainable building '
L-technolog1es ‘Connecting entrepreneurs’ with the. -

-expertise of the Coﬂege and our lndustry partners makes
‘good sense.” o

thing such as the science at work at ORIC, DRAQ and the
i:_ - building trades, but it is-definitely there, said Haubrich.

At first, people mlght not see the lmk hetween some- - '

“Hompes, Warehouses, and office- buﬂdlngs are

i becommg increasingly reliant on commumcatlon and o

- smart teehnologies,” he said.

7. - “They use radio signals to control heatmg and ven‘u _
- lation systems, to optimize construction, measure and -

report structural loads.— the list goes on. And there is
“an incredible amount -of expertise focused on radio
4. technology, advanced signal brocessing, software and

' electronics. There is:oppertunity for innovation-and

commercialization: that we: ought to— and Wl]l take:
advantage of. ‘” : :

It’s also. 1lremendous opportunity to: expose students o

to a culture. of blendlng research;learning; and entre-
preneurialism, said Donna Lomas, Okanagan College’s
reglonal dean for the South Okanagan-Slmllkameen

.




