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There can be benefits to remaining true to your school

3 very timeIgoto
Vancouver, [ al-
4 ways tell myself

'Fm going to gouptothe

Simon Fraser Univer-
sity campus on Bumaby
mountain and see how
much has changed.
Ihaven’t been on
the campus for over 20

years—the last day [ 'was - .
there was the day I gradu-

ated.
So, when I read last

 week that SFU was list-
ed as one of the top 200. .

SCHOOL'S

alumni association.
" The first thing that
caught my attention is

that there is going tobe an -

SFU Alumni pub night in
Victoria on Oct. 28. Too

" badit’s notin Kelowna—

universities in the world,
Idecided I could at least
visit its website.

So there it was, right
in the mriddle of their
homepage—a link to their

. 1think T would go ifit was

local.

" I'then visited the Oka-
nagan College Alumni
Association website, be-
cause [ also went to Oka-

nagan College for a short
periodoftime andTam

considered an alumna -

from this school too.
This month the Oka-
nagan College Alumni

Association hosted a Cen-

tre for Learning Alurnni
and Friends Open house
to give aluinni an oppor-
funity to connect and to

view the new Centre for

Leamning building. If you
attended this event you

could have won a week-
end get-away to Big

‘White or a L.anovo Think-

Pad from Northem Com-

¢ puter—pretty great prizes.

Other events includ-
ed the annual Alumni As-
socitation Awards dinner,
This event held at Quail
Ridge honoured some
special alumni and host-
ed a silent auction where
alumni could get some
great deals. All proceeds
went to the Alumni Asso-
ciation.

Now this is just Oc-
tober, but events hap-
pen throughout the year
and are histed on the on-
line calendar. Events
such as BBQs, Christmas
fundraisers, and month-
ly board meetings can all
be found on the website,
There are lots of oppor-
tumities to stay eonnected
and touch base with some
of those classmates you

-haven’t seen since convo-

cation,

But alurmni associa-
tions do a lot more than
host events. They also
provide services and
get some good deals for
their members. This year,
the Okanagan College
Alumni Association is of-

fering alumni a special
deal at Big White mbm Sil-
ver Star.

A popular service
provided by most alumni
associations includes
stgning up for an alumni
credit card. You might
think, why do you need
another creditcard?

Well, after check- -
ing out the SFU Alumni
credit card, the Okanag-
an College Alumni cred-
it card offers a much bet-
ter deal. Plus; by signing
up you will make a dona-
tion to the alumni associ-

~ation and every time you

use yourcard another do-
nation is made. Other ser-
vices include both medic-
al and life insurance.

So you are probably
wondering, why doesan
-alumini association need
money?

- EnﬁnmmwOmme. .
nagan College, as is with
most of these associa-

tions, their alumni asso-

ciation is a not-for-prof-
it charity that raises funds

for alumni and student

programming that in-
clades student bursaries:

- (funding for current stu-

dents that doesn’t have to
be paid back) and events.

 The association does
not receive any funding

 from Okanagan College -

soail gammmm“ events
and services provided by
the mMmooEnou are from

and merchandise sales.
If you attended Oka-

nagan College or OUC in

the Jast 40 years, you most
likely qualify as an Oka- '
nagan College Alummni, If

* youare interested in con-

necting with some of youw
classmates, getting in-
volved with a greaf or-
ganization that does some
neat stuff, or just having
some fun, I highly recom-
mend you reconnect by
visiting www.okanagan,
be.ca/alumpi.

+ Jane Muskens is the
interim registrar at Oka-
nagan College. :

Jmuskens@okanagari.be.ca




