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v POST SECONDARY EDUCATION

New provmmal report tries to track college students on the move

5 e allknow thatstu-  kriow to whateitentuntil Latbour Market Dcvelopmcnt :
dentsmovearound  last week whenthel\fhmstry and the Ministry of Edaga- .
A —v}_e Just didn’e tion, in collaboration with alk

of Advanced Educationt and .

pub]zc post- seoondary insti-
tutions, published ibe find-.
ings of its Stident Transitions
Pm;eot. -
*The project u-ackrd stu-
dests over a five-year penod
to determine the flow of stu-
dents between the public poét-
secondary institutions in B.C.
Ttincluded all the univer- -
sities, technical schools such
a8 BCIT anid the commmunity-
collegiés anid looked:at what
was referred o as the stiident

stabxhry rate (students whore- ‘

mmain with the same iristi-
tion) and the student mobil:

. ity rate, which is the pereent-
- age of students who switch
schools.

On average from 2002

10 the fall of 2007, the stabil-

nyratcmcteasedwhﬂsthe

- mohilityrate decreased. In
.2002/03, 19 per cent of sta- .
dents'switched schools and by -

2006/07 the mimber dropped
to 13 per cent, whereasthe |
stability rate increased from -
81 1087 per cent.

‘ According tothe project,”
" - the decrease in the mobility
. rate can be partially attributed

toﬂ:cmcreasemdegmepm-

gramms at commwnity colleges,

university colleges and the
new universities, leading few-
er stadents to transfer from
college to umiversity. -

“But what 1 found real-
Iy interesting about this report

"was the trends in which stu-

dents moved through the sys-
tem.
Olkanagan College has

. the Jowest mobility rate of

all the community colleges.
Eleven per cent of our sit-
denssleave and most of them

: JANE

SchoolsIn -

(35 pe cent) transfer to UBC

- Okanagan, 11 per cent goto

Thempson Rivers University
and the rest to various other

: Okanagan Co]]ege .
.. has'the lowest
" mobility.rate of all
the community -
“colleges.

schools.

The community college
with the highest mobility rate

‘

is Langara in Vancouver with

33 per cent. Many of these
students trapsfer to UBC
SFUand BCIT, . -

But mobility rates are
ot just a community college

. phenomena. Universities also

have studenl; leavingto goto
. other schools,.with the Uni~
versity of Northern British
Columiria having the high-
est rate at 18 per cent. Royal

"Roads University has the low-
: est vate at five per cent.

- UBC Qkanagan’s mo-
blhty rameis-13 percent with
25 per cent of those students. ~
transferring to UBC Vancou- -

_ verand another 22 per cent,

transferring to Okanagan Col-
lege. -
Overall, the most popu]ax
transfer ingtifution is BCTT,  +
which captures 14 percent
of all the studénts who move
from one institution to an-

.other. SFU is second at 12
'peroentand UBC Vancouver -

third at nine per cent.
" Swmdents move for a pom-

_berofreasons and it’s notal- -

ways forward movement
where fhey franster cred:.
itfrom'one school to another.
Sometimes they switch their
focus and will go from an
acadmmc to a vocationial pror.

" gram orvice versa:

Isuspect that for some
students, they move because
they realize they made the.
wrong program choice and
decide they want something
different: That is why itisse
important 1o research all your
educational and career oppor-
tunities: don’t pick a school: -
or aprogram just because
your friends are planning to~
go there or your parents com-
pleted the same program way
back when,
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