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¥ POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

High cost of university misleading

en you read about
who goes to col-
lege and university

and who doesn’t, you often

hear how hard it is for poor

people to get a post-second-
ary education.

Often you assume this
is because they don’t have
enough money to pay for tu-
ition and books.

Yet there are a lot of mid-
dle class kids who don’t have
money for tuition and bpoks
either, but they manage to en-
roll.

There are many theor-
ies that try to explain this phe-
nomena.

The most interesting one
I came across refers to a con-
cept called “cultural capital”

This idea suggests that
the socto-economic culture
that a person is exposed to at
an early age will not only de-
termine whether they attend
college or university, but will
also affect the school they de-
cide to enrol in.

For example, theorists
hold that students from high
socio-economic classes (es-
pecially in the United States
where most of this research
is completed), will opt for
Ivy League schools with high
price tags because this is part
of their culture.

Their home and com-
munity environments shape
this choice process.

Their parents most like-
ly went to the same type of
school and they probably at-
tend a private preparatory
school which is connected to
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anumber of Ivy League uni-
versities.

‘Whether they realize it
or not, they are expected to
graduate from the right school
to meet family and societal
expectations.

Even though they have
the economic capital to at-

— b6

The sad part of all of
this is that some
students from
low-income families
may not see
themselves entitled to
a post-secondary
education at all.

tend any school they want, it
is their culture that will drive
their college choice process.

The flip side of this is
that someone from a middle
or lower middle class family
may see themselves as not en-
titled to the same type of edu-
cation.

This even occurs in Can-
ada where our post-second-
ary education system consists
of mainly public colleges and
universities, and where tuition
fees are about the same across
the country.

Although I don’t have
Canadian statistics to sub-
stantiate the correlation be-
tween socio-economic culture
and college choice, I suspect
that many rich Canadian fam-
ilies send their children to Ivy
League schools in the United
States. I also suspect that fam-
ilies with high incomes can
afford to send their children
to any university in the coun-
try regardless of where that
school is located.

For example, I have a
friend whose father was an
English professor at Simon
Fraser University and his
mother was a doctor, and he
went to Queens University in
Kingston Ontario for all his
degrees (he has a PhD) be-
cause the expectation of his
family was that you went
back east for your university
education.

To him this was what he
was expected to do regardless
of being able to complete that
same credential in B.C.

It is the middle- to low-

income students who really
have to consider their options
and will likely study closer to
home because they can’t af-
ford to go anywhere else.

According to college
choice theories, they don’t see
themselves as entitled to more
than that.

Their economic capital as
well as their culture will influ-
ence that college choice pro-
cess where they are expect-
ed to enroll in a program or
school that is affordable and
gets them back into the work-
force as quickly as possible.

The sad part of all of this
is that some students from
low-income families may
not see themselves entitled
to a post-secondary educa-
tion at all.

They may come from a
culture that demands they en-
ter the workforce as quick-
ly as possible to help support
the family.

What this all boils down
to is the college choice pro-
cess is quite complicated.

It doesn’t always come
down to high grades in high
school.

It may come down to fit-
ting into the right college or
university environment de-
pending on your socio-eco-
nomic background.
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ager of Student Recruitment
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Management. Comments can
be forwarded to jmuskens @
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