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College options in Canada
more varied than in U.S.

ost Americans
think they have
v the bestpost—
seoondary system in the
world, which is under-
- standable when you see
how many of theiruni-
. “Versities ate considéred. -
- among the rankings of the
- world’stop50. - -

Being good at dehv—

‘ering a high-quality post- -
secondary-education is .-

one thing—being able o
provide opportunities for
your citizens to go and
take advantage of the edu-
cation is another.

That is why coun-
tries are often ranked on
the proportion of their cit-
izens who hold a post-
secondary credential—
and right now Canada is
on top,

Forty-seven per cent
of Canadians between
the age of 24 and 65 have
some kind of higher edu-
cation credential such as a
cerfificate, diploma or de-
gree. That’s compared to
39 percentin the U.S.

Here is where it really
gets mteresting.

In Canada we have 83
universities which have
the authority to grant bac-
calaureate degrees and
higher.

In the United States
there are 2,618 colleges
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- and universities with sim- -

ilar authority. This is sig-
nificantly higher than -

‘Canada, yet we have pro-

portionately more citizens
with a degree.

Fifty-five per cent of
Canadians hold a degree
where only 39 per cent of
Amercans hold that same
credential. .

Why? According to
Canadiani research, tuition

is much less in Canadain -
" academically prepared,
-pogcrer stadents,

comparison to some of - -
the private colleges and
universities in the United-
States.

Tuition at higher-end
American institations
(where the name of the

university seems tomean . -
much more than what you
studied or your grades), -
" usually nms around ~ “ -
" $30,000 per year, In Can-

ada most students pay on

average about $6,000 per -

year..
“Yet the significant

reason—and the one 1

find most compelling—is

that no reatter where you
live or where you come
from, it’s much easiér to
goto college or university
in Canada than in the U.S.
According to Can--
achian researchets there
is much less income in-

;- equality in Canada and
“through our pubhc school _

systerms many students _
are provided with the -
same academnic prepara—

tion to enter post-secontd- -
- ary regardless of which

side of the tracks they
live on.
‘What happéns in

* the United States is that

wealthy students who -
have poor grades siill end
up being accepted i into
college and universities,
thereby displacing more

_ Manyoftheseso -

called rich students attend

prestigious prep schools

- thatprepare them to enter
privateunivessifies. . -

Rich, academically-

i'cha'i]lenged's_tlid_en"ts with
“poor grades will often

squeak by the ddmission
process with help from
their prep school advis-
ar (or pegotiator, as they
have been referred to). So
being admitted really can
boil down to having the

ability to pay, rather than

stellar academiic scores.

On the other hand,
many poor, high-achiev-
ing students will Jack the
financial capacity to get
into a private university to
begin with and may have
trouble affording tuition at
a state university.

- Even though all uni-
versities in the United
States are mandated to
ensure a proportion of

. many poor students are
- able to attend, tuition free,
* these seats are limited and

thereby difficult to secure.
You would probably

have to be within the top

one per cent in your ad-

mission scores to getinto

auniversity tuition-free.
So although the

" United States has presti-

gious schools with world-
wide reputations for re--
search, innovation and -
learninig, it’s not that easy
to access these resources

- for many people.

In Canada, we might

~not have everything they

do, but most of us, if will-

* ing, de have the oppor-

tunity to attend our best
schools.
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