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Young entrepreneurs
pitch-business ideas
for cash pnzes

 GRAEME CORBETT
Morning Star Staff

Local high school students are prov-

ing good business sense isn't limited o just
adults.

Now in its second-year, the Dragon’s Den,
a local high school version of the popular
Canadian television program, is -giving stu-
dents a _chance. to show off their entrepr&
neurial fare.

After weeks of researching busmess ideas,
student teams presented their plans ¢ a
local panel of business savvy judges at the
Kalamalka campus of Ckanagan College. Tt
was the second of three tasks for the competi-
tion, and to get that far, students first had to
impress judges enough with their initial busi-
ness idea in task one.

‘While they might not be as rur.h}ess as
their television counterparts, the judges are
required to whittle down the contestants so
that just four tearris remain-in each category
(seniors and juniors).

“It’s great to see in schools -that. entre--

preneurship is being- presented as a career
option,” said Claudette Everitt,-a.panel judge
who has operated her own ‘consulting com-
pay, Everitt Consultmg, since 1990.

“Is really encouraging to see the teach-

ers and the schools assisting. And the college

“students in the business program are sharing
what thiey've learned, so theres that mentor-
ing process.

“It gives them licence to be creative and
throw stuff out there. Some of the ideas they
come up with are unbelievable, and a lot of
thern will work really well,” said Everitt.

The contest will conciude with task three
May 7, where the remaining teams will pres-
ent thieir final business plans. The top-three
from each category will earn a chunk:of the
$3,500 of prize money ta help get their ideas
off the ground, with an addifional mnovatlon
prize also up for grabs.

Financial sponsors include CIBC, Nixon
‘Wenger, Romei Plummer and West Wood
Electrical Services,

The winners will be announced ata special
luncheon May 13 at the Okanagan College
cafeteria.

Vernon Secondary School students Hailey
Jeliema and Katie Pepper caine across their
idea after noticing the school’s attempt. to
tnove away from junk food. Recognizing a gap
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VSS students Haﬂey Jeilema (right) and Katie Pepper pitch their Scragginbag trail mix business idea'to the Dragon's Den judges at Okanagan
College. The winners of this entrepreneunal challenge will bie announced at a Ium:heon May 13 at the college cafeteria,

in the process, they developed Scrogginbag, a
fine of gourmet trail mix. .

“As athletes and students, we're always on
the go,” said Jellema.

“Also, with the healthy lifestyles program
in the scheols, a lot of our vending machine
foods have been taken out, and there hasn’t
‘really been anything that’s replaced it. We
were bringing this stuff just for us t6 school
to have as snacks, and peoaple were asking to
try it”

One thing Jellema and Pepper didn’t fully
consider was the amount of résearch required
to develop their product line.

“It took us three weeks just to find burtlap
fabric that wasn't soaked in petroleum oil,”
said Jellema of the Scrogginbag packaging

material, “We have an environmental plat-

form, so we were trying to find burlap sacking
that was scaked in vegetable oil instead, That

took foréver”

Added Pepper: “We're trying to be really
truthful and felling everything about our
business that we can s8 everyone know’s what
they’re getting.”

Okanagan Coflege business student
Brittany Sjoblom is thriled the Verrion Schoot

District'and Community Futures are partner—-.
iag with Dragons Den. - .

“In most high schools, theie’s not a whole

‘lot of business experience or business classes,”

said Sjoblom, who is a member of the college’s

‘Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) program.

“When I was in high school, I had rfo idea
of business of entrepreneurship, so it really
surprises me and makes me feel happy when
T see thiese students and the ideas r.hey come
up with.

“Its fun watching what they come up

_with because I don’t think I could have done

that when I was in Grade 8. More businesses -

should be listening to them because they
come up with some phenomenal stuff”

Susan Egan, an economics teacher at VSS,
is delighted with the enthusiasm being shown
by students for Dragon’s Den.

“This (task) is very competitive because
we're dropping down' to just four teams. in
each categery, said E,gan, of the task two
competition.

Other innovative student entrepreneun‘a.l
ideas included {ruit-juice lollipops; a babysit-
ter bag loaded with games, toys end other

" practical items to keep kids entertained; a line

of gourmet fillings to make dishes like chick-
en neptune and cordon blew; a ski scooter
that works much like a sidewalk scooter, only
with a ski instead of wheels; and a hydro tap,
which, when added to an irrigation system
can prevent over-watering.



