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Johann Funk;, a
retired sociology pro-

fessor from Olanagan

College, has returned to*

Palestine, where he'is
risking injury and even
death by accompany-

ing Palestinian children-

to-school, and by b’e-ing
present when there
are Israeli-Palestinian
conflicts, It will be his
fourth trip to this trou-
bled area. What keeps
drawing him back?
Funk’s  ancestors
moved to Ukraine in the
18th century to escape
persecution.
" “They came from the

Anagbaptist peace tradi-.

tion,” said Funk, “and as
a result my grandfathers
chose to serve in the Red
Cross rather than be con-
scripted into the Russian
Army during WW1.”

His father refused
tonscription into the
Soviet Army, and later
the Germian army when
it occupied Ukraine dur-
ing the Second Wosld War,
Funk was born during the
war, and his family immi-.
grated to Canada in 1948,

“My- parents had
endured two World Wars,

the Russian Revolution’
and the Stalinist purges,

so Canada was a sanctu-
ary for them.”

His parents knew that
- Canada was a peace-
ful country in which to
raise their children.

His family history,
the Anabaptist peace

principles” with which

he was raised, and the

writings of Gandhi all

worked together to con-

vince Funk that conflicts

can only be solved using
non-violent methods.
“In’ 1972 T began
working for three years.
as a volunteer agent with

First Natidlj_s people in

Northern Manitoba. My
role'was to create inter-
est in and find markets
for aboriginal -arts and
crafts”

Then in 1982, Funk
and his wife Vera co-
directed a program. for

the Mennonite Church

of Canada, again work-
ing with justice issues
affecting First Nations
people.

In 1990 Funk returned
to work on a master’s in

sociology/anthropology at
Simon Fraser University..-

His thesis, “The Struggle
for Self-Definition in

Minority Cultures” was

completed in the spring of

1993. He began teaching at ~
Okanagan College that fall. -

Funk had’™ been

interested in Christian_

Peacemaker Teams, or
CPT, since its inception
in 1984. When he retired
from teaching at OC in
2006, he became directly

“involved as a volunteer:
“I was attracted by

the fact that CPT works
with groups that are
committed to non-vio-
lence, which fit in well
with Anabaptist peace-
making ideals,” he said.

- “Ilearned that CPT only

goes into an area when
they have been asked to
come, and they operate
under local direction.
“Team  members
share in all the required
jobs: patrols, crisis
response, report writ-
ing, media reports,
urgent actions, orga-
nizing, and household
chores. This makes us as
a team coordinated and
accountable. We have fo
be, since conflict situa-
tions are unpredictable
and potentially viclent.”
The strategy of CPT is
to be present in. areas of
conflict, and to bear wit-

. nesstowhatever happens.

In cr1t1ca1 situations they

proach in Pa
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place themselves between
the antagonists.
mbtto of CPT is “Getting
in the way” Often, that
means literally. -
“Our goalistoencour-
age the participants to
moderate their behav-

ior, since they are being

observed and recorded;”
said Funk.
/present can often change
a volatde situation” . 7

The team members
do not undertake their

commitments lightly: -

Christian Peacemakers
have been injured .or
killed - while - carrying
out their ass1gnments
After joining a "CPT

‘delegation in Colombia -

in 2005 and a training
program in Chicago in
<2006, Funk has devoted

- eight to 10 weeks a year

to CPT teams in Canada
and in Palestine. Last
month, he returned for
aneight-weekassignment
-t0.Al-Kahlil (Hebron).

“T will be living in the

The .

“A" camera .

“working with Christian Peacemaker Teams.

heart of the old city, and
will receive directions from

alocal advisory body.”

At the present time the
tearn is monitoring check-

‘points near Palestinian

schools and the Abrahimi
Mosque,and doing regular
patrols to areas near Israeli
settlernents, specifcally in

areas “where Palestinians

are not allowed. The team

is also on call to monitor

home * invasions, settle-
ment expansions and set-
tler dernonstrations.

The team does consid-

erable media work and
report writing, which is

~then shared with local and

international media out-
lets. Reporters and photog-
raphers for news agencies,
as well as Israeli human
rights groups follow up on
Teads from the feam.
"Funk willreturn from

- Palestine in late January.

After time to rest, he will
be speaking about his
experiences at All Saints
Church

in  Vernon. .

KAIROS, a partnership
of Canadian churches
and religious - commu-
nities which works on
social justice issues, is
sponsoring him. To
learn about KAIROS
contact Karen Truesdale
at  katrues@telus.net,
For other information,
contact Steve Heeren of
the Palestinian Study
Group at tzsche@shaw.
ca, or. go to the CPT
website at www.cpt.org,




