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Twenty-two practical nursing' 
gads donned cap and gprvn Friday
in Keloruna - another 12 wiil do
the same in Penlicton on Monday- - sendinga total of 34 new nurses

- into the Okanagan worKorte.
. Shelby Griflith was the valedic

torian at Okanagan College's con-
vocation ceremonies in Kelowna
whiie Caroline Isaak will do the- 
honours in Penticton.

"I really want to say thank you. 
to the famdies, friends and ctass-

-. mates of all of the shrdents,
. because it has boen averl intense

12 rnonths and none of us could
. have done it along" said Griffith.

"Also topping the list of impor-
tant people are our instructors -' 
their encouragement and support
has meant so much to all of us. "

For Griffrth and Isaak, complet-
ing the practical nursing program
was an incredible achievernent,
Both woflsn entened the pncgrarn
due to a desire to help people.

ForGTiffrlh,23, a carrer in health
care waa at the front of her mind' 
when considertng her professional

i caleerpath,
. Isaak, a mother in her mid-4Os,
- always ruanted to be a nwse, but

other Iife experiences kept her
from acquiring the training she
needed.

'1 thought aboutnursing 15 years
ago, but once I had childlen, rny
life changed," said Isaak.

"The goal never lefl me. It was
always on the backburner, but
this year I decided to make it a
reality. Completing the pnrgram in
12 months was really great for me
and for my family,"

Isaali has accepted a position
with Penticton Regional Hospitai,
where she rvill work in the surgi-
cal unit. She beeins orientation
next week, rvill q/rite a licensing
exan in a few ueeks and start
work in thc Nerv Year.

"I love the worh" said Isaak
''It is exactiy whal I expecied and

rnore. I am gratefirl to be in this
profession and feel honoured to
have had the opportunity to get lo
lnow my classmates and inshuc-
lcrs.In my heart and in nfy mind
they are more like ftJilily."

Griflith has received several em-
ployment offers, but is choosing to
hold offon accepting anythinC un-
til aller she has completed her Ii.
censing exam. Like Isaak, she
wants lc work in a hospital where
she can usp her skills to help pa-
tients recover, become treU and go
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Shelby Grltfllh was valedlctorlan Friday as 22 practlcal nurolng
sludrnts graduated from lhe praclical nursing progr€m at Okanagen
College In Kelowna. Another 12 wlll graduale lrom lhe Penliclon
campus on lvlonday.

home to live healthy lives. and focus on that, My clinical
"Compleling this program has experienoe at KGH was amazing

be*n intense," said Grifftth, and very practical It definitely
"At timeg it was ovenvhelming solidilied my desire to work in a

because there is so rnuch to learn. hcspital, which I plan to {o,in,the
Ifuiedtotakeitoneweekatatime near fuhre." " 
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