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Past decade has seen growth of positive
trends 1n post secondary education

ouknow you're
busy when'it didn’t
even dawn on me
that the decade was com-
ing to an end until I read
an article about the 10
best movies of the zero
decade. . .
Since then T have read
more than one list and de-
cided I could probably
write my own liston the
most significant changes
" in post-secondary educa-
tion these past 10 years.
Globalization was
a catch-phrase which
popped up arcund 2004,
Since then we have seen
colleges and universities
recrmt and accept inter-
national students from all
over the world. Students

are coming from the Mid-

dle East, South America,
the Caribbean and even
the United States.

Exchange programs
also grew where letters
of agreements between
schools allowed Canadian
stidents to complete se-
mesters of study with for-
eign colleges or univer- -
sities.

At Okanagan Col- -
lege our Schoolof Busi-

1

SCHOOLS

ness provides exchange
programs with 23 differ-
ent universities through-
out Europe, the United
States, Japan, Australia,
New Zealand, Mexico
and Korea.

. Cross-border integra-

tion (which is also tied to

globalization) includes
the sharing of ideas, cur-
riculur and faculty be-

- tween post-secondary in- ]
stitutions wortdwide. This

cooperation builds new
markets and helps coun-
tries improve the quahty
of their credentials.

A good example of
this process is the Bol-
ogna accord which will
align post-secondary in-
stitutions across the Furo-

- pean Union to meet the

same standards for cre-
dentials. This is also hap-
pening in India where

growth in post-second-
ary institutions is being
aligned with the opening
of American and British
university satellite carm-
puses.

CROSS-BORDER
INTEGRATION
(WHICH IS
ALSOTIEDTO

~ GLOBALIZATION)
INCLUDES
THE SHARING
OF IDEAS,
CURRICULUM AND
FACULTY BETWEEN
POST-SECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS
WORLDWIDE.

Trades edncation and
training set record stu-
dent entolments in the last
10 years. Okanagan Col-
lege more than tripled the

- number of students in ap-

prenticeship programs
and although housing
starts have declined re-

cently, stodents are still
enrolling in the trades.
With Red Seal certifica-
tion, irades profession-
als are on par if not higher
(dependmg on the trade)
with university graduates
when it comes 1o wages.
Getting a creden-
tial fromn a university or
college while never set-
ting foot on carmpus or at-
tending a class became a
reality for many people
in the past decade. On-
line learning took on a
new meaning as technol-
ogy improved to deliv-
ér courses; online learers
met classmates through
online chat. I was a part of
thig shift in edvcation de-
hvery and took an online
course which required
group work. One mem-

¢ berof my group was from

New York City, another
from Brazil. Online learn-
ing has and will continue
to increase competition

' between schools.

Along with on-
line learmming also came
other technologies. Stu-
dents entering post-sec-
ondary education pro-

grams are generallyon

the cutting edge of what's
hot and what’s not. Mid
2000s they were on

MSN and email address-
es were cool. Today they
are on-Facebook and You-
Tube, and texting is the
new medium—email is
passé, All of this leads
post-secondary schools

1o continue to figure out

new ways to communi-
cate with stodents. Those

" who can do this well will
. find they have a competi-

tive edge, those who don’t -
may be at risk for losing
students.

It will be interest-

- ing to sec where we are in

2020. Globalization and -
technology go hand-in-
hand and can impact im-
mensely on the growth of
post-secondary in cotm-~
tries that in the last cen-
tury may have had few
umiversities or colleges,
let alone graduates. Kt is
these grads and their Can-
adian counterparts who
will shape post-secondary
in the years to come.

Jane Muskens is the
interim registrar ar Oka-
nagan College.
Jmuskens@okenagan.be.ca



