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Morethan60studentssqueezedintoasmaIlmeet|ngroomwedne.s.day!9oggqsea1]ngreaseintultlon|eesatokanagan
i5iriili-"tii S-"ptemUer.me cottege board wlll debite lt on Jan. 29 at the KLO campus'

hitiontension
Okana$an Gollegle
board wants to boost
tees by 2o/orbul
students tell officials
they can't afford
to take a hike At

By J.P. SaUIRE
The Dailv Couriet

possible increase in
Okanagan College
tuition produced tears,
anger, numerous stories

.&'.* of studeut hardshiP anda
rude T-shilt Wednesday in Kelowna.

It was the last of four sessions to
receive studont input before the col-
lese hoard ctrttsitlers a recotnmenda-
t idn on Jan.29 lo increase l t l i t ion
next September. The Province will
allow an increase uP to the rate of
inflation, about two Per cent.

One married student started to cry
as she desct ilred trying to attend col-
leee while her husband is working as
a iradesman and comPleting an
aDFrenticesh iP.'';we 

nced :rtt edttcation, hut it's
hard." she said, her voice choked.

.r'A lot of us think that the college is

sreat and that the tuition is not low,
6ut we can afford it with a Parttime
or a fulltime job. But I believe if it
did go up, most of us would feel
'Could I afford an cducation or
should I just work?"' said a female
student.

At one point, consultation chair-
man Bob Eby, the college's vice-pres-
ident offinance, stated the board
invests all of the tuition and other
funds it receives into programs and
services.

Yet. he also admitted thecollege

currenfly has a $2'million surPlus
(a continsencY fund), and that the
iuition increase would produce only
an additional $330,000 a Year.

Students questioned what Pro-
sams and/or services could be cut if
luition wasn't increased, but EbY
said that will be uP to the board to
decide, That Prompted accusations
students weren't being provided with
the information theY want or need.

About 20 of the 6Gplus students who
nacked the small meeting room wore

black T-shirts distributed frm by the
Okanasan College Students' Union.

The back stated: "Oh mY God' the
tuition fees killed KennY. You
bastards."

Manv students sPoke of having one
or twoparttime jobs to pay for their
education and the tlifficulty in trying
to do homework and sttrdy in'
between work, classes and sleep.

One female student noted: "It's
neat that the library is now open
intil 10 p.m., but so is the WendY's

drivethru, and I'll be there. I can't go
to the library because I have to
work."

When students asked what services
Okanagan College o{Iers that other
institutions with lower tuition tlon't.
Ebv responded: student srtccess ccn'
trei, computer labs and wireless
capability.

"If we can allord a laPtoP (with
wteless)," responded one student'
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Tuition
Continued trom Pago ry

An older shrdent suggested many col'
Le. .lut..t aren't a[ capacity, so the
iJaraitroutO tower tuition fees, which
would fill classes and produce more
tuition income."-lnoffrei 

stuA.nt said the process of
filine classes would take several years
anrl isked rhetorically if students are
ilirrittg-io u...pt fewer programs and
services in the meanttme'- 

n4inv not.A Kelowna's high cost of
Iivine. with a Guatemalan student stat'
ine- s'ile pt"ns to Ieave Kelowna for
vlitoria after tr'o years of college since
tuilion anA the cost of living are less
tTirttourn 

one student said a friend
attending UBC Okanhgan is PaYIng
onfv SzOo-more a year than college stu-
al-tttt, eU* Coyl-e, the college's direc-
tor of public aflairs, said an arts pro-

i'-"t ,irit. $3018 a vear at the college
and $a,l?a at UBCO.-'Th; 

il" Per cent increase ProPsg$
uv iite coU,jge noard's finance commit-
[& woUa resutt in an arts student pay'

ing $60 more a vear.


