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Young huilden keen on Sneen
By STEVE MACNAULL

The Daily Courier

t age 22, Andrerrt Gaucher
is the youngest home
builder in Kelo*na.
"It can be a bit 0f ari is-

sue." said Gaucher, own-
er of Green Solutions Building and
Developments.

"I get subcontractors asking me if I
really am the general contractor and
if I'm able to make these kinds of deci
sions."

Gaucher also gets the other side of it
too.

"Because I'm on a huge learning
curve. other subcontractors are very
helpful, don't expect me to know
everything and are willing to explain
things to me," he said.

Gaucher acted as general contractor
on a home in the Mission subdivision
of Southridge that he sold for $a()g,oOO
in JuIy 2006.

Construction is underwaY on three
more homes in Southridge that he
will put up for sale when they are
complete.

And he's about to start construction
on his first Built Green home, also in
Southridge, that will eventually sell
for about $699,000.
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Andrew Gaucher,22, of Green solutions Building and Developments is going to
college ariO builOlng homes at the same time.

Built Green is the Provincial Pro-
gram that recoglizes homes con-
structed to strict energy-efficiency
and environmentally friendly guide-
lines.

"My conscience wants to have a
company that is environmentallY
friendly," said Gaucher.

"But it's also a huge competitive ad-
vantage because this is what the con-
sumer wants and what will eventual-
ly be legislated and become the
norm." r

Gaucher will graduate at the end of I
the year with a business degree from I
Okanagan College. I

He's been going to school full time
and building homes at the same time
over the past year-and-a-half.

"I am very focused on what I want
to do, so I'm making sure I get mY de-
gree while running my owrl business
d't the same time," said Gaucher.' 

It certainly helps that Gaucher's
dad is Grant Gaucher, the established

and successfi.rl developer behind the G
Group of Companies.

GGroup is well underwaY with its
?.$acre Southwind at Sarsons commu-
nity of ZSZ townhouses and condomini-
ums in the lower Mission.

A4d it is in the final planning stages
for Kinnikinnik, the STGacre master-
planned community in McKinIeY
Landing.

Gaucher has received helP from his
dad to secire frnancing, but has found
his own subcontractors and been left
on his own to act as general confactor.

He's not a rich kid barking orders.
He's hands on where he can be, laY-

ing steel, cleaning up sites and land-
scaping.

Gaucher names the retired Ed
Kennedy of Kennedy Homes, which
did a lot of building at Quail Ridge Golf
Resort, as a mentor who has helPed
him learn the business.

When he graduates from Okanagan
College, Gaucher's Green Solutions
will join his dad's G-Group to continue
building homes and Parbrer on
Kinnikinnik and other projects to in-
corporate Built Green principals._

l0lrrr;n Solutions canbe rcachd
at 21L1759. Its websitc can be fowtd
at GrcenS olutionslnc. com.


