OK College contrlbutlons reap rewards

Educators await details -
on where dollars to fall
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There’s good news in the federal
budget for post-secondary educa-
tion, Okanagan College president
Jim Hamilton says. L

The federal goyernment is dou-
" bling the amount of money .in the
college and community innovation
program which commercializes the
fruits of research, he said.

_“The most obvious connection, of
course, would be with our project in
Penticton, the new Centre of
Excellence,” He said. “We're looking
for whatever opportunities present
themselves there and elsewhere in

I—

the college, t00.” .

The Association of Canadian
Community Colleges, to which OC
belongs, has been heavily-promot-
ing the program, a partnership of
ACCC and the Natural.Sciences and
Engineering Research Couheil in
concert.with the other federal grant
ing councils. )

“There also appears.to be more
funding available for some of the ar-

eas of training that colleges typical-
ly do, trades and other training,” -

Hamilton said, although he is wait-
ing for more details.

“We're certainly interested and
gratified to sée the emphasis on
knowledge transfer commercializa-
tion. Those are areas in which col-
leges are becoming increasingly in-

-volved right across Canada.

“We would like to think that
Okanagan College is one of the lead-
ers in British Columbia.

“(The) federal budget acknowl-

-edges and supports the key role of

colleges in supplying the advanced
skills and applied research that un-

*~derpin economic growth &nd produc-

tivity improvement,” added James
Knight, president and CEO of ACCC.

- "“The budget demonstrates an un-

derstanding that colleges, institutes
and polytechnics are integrated
with the industrial and technologi-
cal drivers of the economy. They

help businesses start, develop and

grow,” he said.
“They support the private sector’s
need for applied research, product

_and process innovation, technology

access and commercialization. They

are the prime providers of graduates
with the advanced skills required by
Canadian employers.” :

"Canada lags behind other coun
tries in commercializing the results
of research, in part because the
country has heavily invested in
pure research while providing little
support for apphed research, he
said.
~ “Colleges support the applied re-
search needs of industry, especially
small and medium enterprises, the
source of most new jobs.” _

The budget also announced invest:
ments in refraining and apprentice-
ships, much of which will be deliv-
ered by Canada’s 150 colleges, mst1
tutes and polytechnies. -

“Finally, the focus on aborlgmal
educatlon is welcome.”



