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New p051t10n at college familiar to Crisp
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As the new Dean of Sci-
ence, Technology, and Health
at Okanagan College, Dianne
Crisp is excited to be stepping
into a role that is tailor made
to her qualifications and inter-
ests.

Crisp took up her new
position Aug. 4,2009, and has
spent the first few months get-
ting to know both the students
and the college, as well as her
new home in the Okanagan.

Prior to moving to Oka-

nagan College, Crisp was the
associate dean at Kwantlen
Polytechnic  University  in
Richmond.
. The reputation of Oka-
nagan College helped encour-
age the move for her, says
Crisp.

“Okanagan College is
known a3 one of the best col-

leges in the system,” she says.

Her new job encompasses
a range of programs at Oka-
nagan College, and Crisp says
she feels right home in almost
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every new area of responsibil-
ity.

She began her academic
career at a college and became
an EEG technologist.

Fromthere, Crispreturned
toschool to receive credentials
in human service work before
attaining an undergrad degree
atUBC.

Eventally, her acadernic
portfolio was completed with
graduate degrees in the area of
neuroscience at SFU.

“T attended a college my-
self.” says Crisp. “The port-
folio at Okanagan College of-

Aty

fers a broad range of oppor-
tunity for smdents.”

One of Crisp’s main areas
of focus is program develop-
ment. .

“We are working on
understanding the full gamut
of needs and meeting those
needs with programming.”

Sustainability and green
issues will be a part of that
program development, she
says.

As Okanagan College has
a strong history of taking cues
from industry “and creating
relevant programming, Crisp
is looking forward to main-
taining that strength.

“We want to make sure
we are meeting the needs that
are out there so students are
ready and prepared to enter
the workforce.”

Meeting students and col-
leagues has been a large and
welcome part of the transition
process for Crisp, who equal-
ly looks forward to the pro-
fessional development oppor-
tunities Okanagan College of-
fers. - -

The institution has a rich
set of options for staff to pur-

“sue during their careers.

The adventure of explor-
ing and falling in love with
comifumities has been a con-
tinuous thread of Crisp’s life.

She originally immigrated
to Canada from London, set-
tling in Trail in 1975, a com-
munity she became instantly
smitten with.

Should Crsp get a few

moments away from program
development, exploring the
Okanagan is something she is
looking forward to pursuing
in her leisure time.

“Once you get here (Ke-
lowna) you can’t leave, it is a
marvellous place tobe.”

As an avid Dragon Boat-
er, she is looking forward to
the upcoming summer season
and hopes to find the time to
fit in a sailing lesson or two.
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