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' Bridging fun to learning

there are to Iearn abotuit things that °

Speclal toThe. Da:ly Couner

As day breaks on. Okanagan
College’s 27th annual spaghetti
bridge competltlon a renewed in-
terest in engmeermg and-

| -.applled science technolo-
gies is being exhibited.

“The competition chal-
lenges.students to design
and build structures using
spaghetti and glue.

‘Success in the competi-
tion requires students to-
be accurate, analytical_"
and exact, but orgamzers
‘and’ §ponsors recognize

~ the bigger picture — the compet;-

tion provides an educatlonal plat-
- form for youth that spans cultures .,

and connects fun with learning.
“The kids may not know it, but
they are learning about. engineering . .
technology principles as they credte
their bridges,” said John Leech, ex-
ecutive director of Applied Sc’,ieﬁce

' Leech

Technologists and Technicians of”

A4

B. C the title sponsor of the event.
“Before starting to build their
bridge, they must think about the
best way to put it together so that it
will carry a small load and, even
though they may not
know it, this gets into en-
gineering design princi-
ples. Learning by doing
while having fun — a
great formula for suc-
- cess.”

hosting the challenge for
- nearly three decades. But

ting from the strong ties

.between industry and education,

“We understand the importarice
of introducing students to.career
paths atan early age,” said Douglas
MacLeod, associate dean of science,
technology and health. “This event
brings students on campus and

‘gives them a taste of what it is like
- to'be at d post-secondary institution
.and just how many opportunities

The college has been -

now, students are benefit- -

are interesting, ¢hallenging and fun.”

Spaghetti bridge draws partici-
pants from as far away as Hungary
and Tran: The co]lege hosts a num-
ber of other englneermg everits
throughout the year. The depart

ment of Electronic Engmeermg

hosts e;ementary and secondary
school age students at its annual
technology competition, RoboCup.
Okanagan’€ollege civil engineering
students gompete in the Western
Canada cafapult competition, which

“ they’ve wén two gf three years.

“Theseare faritastic events,” said

Leech. “They’re excitiii@"‘tﬁ’"’WatCh,'

fun to participate in and really do
build bridges for students to-share
knowledge and explore the opportu-
nities that exist, in science; math
and technology.”

The spaghetti brldgé competition
will get underway at the KL.O cam-

pus of Okanagan College at 10'a.m,
The title event is set for 1 pam. in the

‘college’s lecture theatre. -
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