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Qkanagan College
continues to experience
growing enrolments  at
each of its campuses and
in many of its program

According to college
officials, January enrol-
ment statistics sholv ap-

_proximately 5.7 per cent
more students—35,504—
attending the college’s
campuses thaniny Jamary
2009.

That represents an in-
crease of 298 more stu-
dents than the 5,206 regis-
tered in 2009,

The students are also
taking mote courses this
semester than they did Jast

year;, course registrations -

are up 10.8 per cent over-
all from the previous year.

© “The reasons are
many for these increases,
and' the numbers suggest
we are offermg the edu-

calion.and training oppor-
wmities that citizens of this

region need,’ said Oka-

nagan_College president:

Jim Hamilton.

“Over. the past five
years, we have seen a
gowing number of stu-
dents whestart at the Col-
lege in Januaiy.” -

The largest headcount
growth in absolute ferms

occurred at the Kelowna,

campus—140 " more St
dents than last January,
while the largest percent-
age growth occumred at
the Vernon campus: 15.6
per cent more students
(717 compared to 620 1ast
year).

In terms of course
registrations, though, Pen-
ticton and Salmon Arm re-
corded the largest growth:

19.1 per cent and 174 per

cent respectively.
“Okanagan  College

has experienced remark-
able growth in the last four
years—we have grown by
48 per cent overall,” noted
Hamilton.

“We're on track to ex-
ceed our own and the gov-
erment’s enrolment tar-
gets for a fifth year in a
[OW.

“But the numbers
themselves aren’t the im-
portant piece of news
here.” he said.

“What’s important is
that we're able to provide
a growing number of in-
dividuals with the training
and education they want
and need.”

Hamilion  cautioned
that the enrolment reports
produced in September
and Janvary present just
a snapshot of the college’s
activity.

They don’t capture
enrolments for programs

that may start later in the
semester, for instance, and
don’t capture alt the enrol-
ments in continuing stud-
16§ programs.

“A complete look at
our data last year, for ex-
ample, showed that more
than 19,000 people took
courses from the college.”
said Hamilton.

That is almost one out
of every 20 people in the
region the College serves.




