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SUMMERLAND - Carsten
Neilsen was looking forward to
retirement.

Then Nancy Darling cailed,
to see if he'd bé interesting in
overseeing this year's construc-
tien of the Home For Learning
project for Okanagan College.
Like he did during his 32 years
of running Carsten Construc-
fion, he's jumped in with both
feet.

Rétirement? That will have
te wait. Ho's enjoying his new-
found project, helping training
students too much.

“1 started Carsten Construc-
tion the day I finished my ap-
prenticeship in 1976, and shut
it down last fall,” says Neilsen.
“I'm semi-retired, and I thought
it was time for a break. But
when Okanagan College called,
I thought I wasn't doing any-
thing, so...

"Constraction has been good
to us, so I wanted to give a little
bit back.”

Neilsen has built numercus
houses and buildings in the
Central Okanagan - he says 98
per cent of his work has been in
Summerland. His company built
custom homes and townhouse
projects, as well as commercial
buildings, including major proj-
ects for the local School District
and City Hall, He also built the
wildlife fences between Sum-
merland and Peachland. -

The Home For Learning proj-

" rage,

ect- gives Ckanagan
College trade stu-
dents a hands-on
epportunity 6 apply
the knowledge they
glean in the class-
room. -

Thisyear, the1,660
square foot rancher is
on a fifth of an acre
on Karlstrom - Place,
a lot ‘which -Neilsen
owned that He al-
lowed  Okanagan
College to purchase
at a significantly dis-
counted rate.

“The house - has
Iots of features and a double ga-
" Neilsen explains. "It
concrete siding, laminated as-
phalt shingle roofing, stone fac-
ing, highly efficient windows, a
heat pump, maple cabinets, and
exposed aggregate concrete, . .

Home For Learning proj-
ects thrive on the generosity of
o large number of sponsors -
suppliers and companies who
donate products and services
towards construction. There are
over 40 sponsors this year.

This Home For Learning will
be completed in September, and
will be put on the market. Pro-

ceeds from the project go back -
-. into the Okanagan College pro-

gram to fund trades.education.

“The students have been in-
volved in atmast.every aspect
of ‘this home,” says Neilsen.

“The students
did some of
the drywall-
ing, they put
in the irrga-
tion system,
and  worked
throughout
the house. It
has been my
job to line up
all the mate-
rials and sub-
trades. Itiakes
“four hours a
day for me
to do this job
propetly.”

Neilsen loves working with
the students.

“I've enjoyed it, and the class
has been phenomenal,” he says.
“They've been the best students
1 could have ever hoped for.
They've been involved in get-
ting the house to Jock-up stage,
almost taking it all the way. It's
worked out really good.”

Victoria Bazchok is a pre-ap-
prenticeship student in the resi-
dential construction program. A
former high school teacher, she
hopes to eventually build her
own houses,

“We've * done  gverything
from the site survey fo excava-
tion to concrete pouring, fram-
ing, shingling, insulation, dry-
wall. . .” she says. “We've had
trades vmc_u_m come in and teach
us, which has been brilliant.”

‘This ﬁamw.&s includes
something called Freelance Fri-
days, where stzdents can obtain
‘more n_m_.mnno& axperience in
their chosen trade by working
with Jocal companies. Victoria
has been working with Beaver
Home Improvement.

“I ke this program,” Victo-
ria notes. “It’s been a big change
for me, I was a high schopl
teacher for 10 years, but de-
cided I needed to do something
different. I have a few years to
g0, but my first goal is to earn

".my Red Seal journcyman's  car-

pentry ticket.
“T want to work in as many

" differént places as possible, so

can get experience. I want to fo-
cus on residential construction,

Maybe I can get a mentor; or

maybe even owr my Own on-
struction company.”

Nick Redding says “This
course is a great opportunity
for us to learn a lot of new skills.
Our teacher has been great, and
he taught me a lot of the tricks
of the trade.

. “Alfter the course, I hope to
find a goed company to work
for that can help me for my
whole apprenticeship.”

. Steve Tassie, 29, is a pre-
apprentice electrician student at
Okanagan College, sanw_sw on
the Home For Leaming.

Previcusly, he had worked
in helicopter logging, but irju-
ries meant he needed to be re-

trained, and he started in Em
program last November.

“So far, s0 good,” he says,
“T'm glad 1'got out of logging. .
Twas getting old fast.

“The hands-on training in
the program is very good.”

Barling, the Okanagan Col-
lege Trades Program Admin-
istrator, states: “We are very
proud of this class: They have
been a fantastic group to work
with and to watch them grow
infp’ skilled tradespesple is
amazing!

“1 give credit’ tor nm%ﬂ._..

by instructer Siebe Kamstra

for mentoring and coaching
these students and modeling a

- strong, work ethic throughout .

the entire project. The students
worked reaily ‘well together
which helped to keep the proj-
ect slightly ahead of schedule.”
Darling continues: “Carsten
has’ spent so much time with
these students — they are very
fortunate to benefit from his
many years of experience and
also to watch and learn how
he stays calm under pressure

~on the jobsite. Many students

found employmént opportuni-
tes through Carsten’s extensive
network of builders.” ’

To learn more about how to
become involved in the Resi-
dential Construction program

" contact Darling via email at

NDarling@ckanagan.be.ca. .
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