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V POST-SECONDARY EDUCA|ION

Setting the table foryourfuture
lTlh. first day t stepped

I on the campus of
I- tlBCinVancouverl

feltlike afreshman.
Arookie with the wis-

dom and experience of a grat.
I came from being abig fish
in alittlepond.

I hadknown evervone
at KLO Secondary, class-
mates, teachers, counselors,
janitors--it was like a second
home.

Whilg some students
thrive in a large campus edu-
cational setting, Ifound it
tough.

Not academically tougtq
but at times I felt like I could
have been absorbing more.

In a class of a few hun-
dreditis difficultto stand out,
get extra help and most im-
portantly, network.

In my last semester while
I was compiling my appli-
cation for graduate school
I came across a significant
problem, I didn't really know
any of myprofessors.

I had one political science
seminar, China and the West,
thathad fewerthan l5 stu-
dents and I had made an effort
to get to know my professor,
but outside of that class I was
infrouble.

Luckily for me I had
other supporting references.

I had worked on campus
andhad been a varsiry attrlete
so I also had an employer and
a coach who could both pro.
vide a positive recommeh-
dation.

When I enrolled in the
fourth largest private univer-

:::::1li::
sity in the United States, I was
afi:aid I mightrun intothe
sameproblem.

At Boston Universitv's
College of Communication

...choose the school
that is right foryou,
andthendomore
thanjust show up.
Make connections,
get some experience
and ask for references
You'll be glad to have
themwhenyou start
poundingthe
pavement.

the class sizes werc small and
the communications depart-
mentwasverymuchits own
entity, as I am sure is the case
in many programs at large
Canadian universities such
as UBC--aolitical science
just didn'thappen to be one
ofthem.

Even though my class-
es at BUwere small, I ap-
poached graduate school
with a different attitude.

I got to know my profes-
son. Granted, the afinosphere
of grad school is different,
professon are willing to meet
for lunch or go for a beer after
class, nonetheless, it is really
up to students to take advan-
tage of educational opportun-
ities through nenvorking.

When I graduated wittr
my master's degree I thought
itwas agolden ticket.

Whenlbegan sending
outresum6s I was surprise
to find that I wasn't getting a
gre:Itrcsponse.

When I did hearback
fromemployen they were
candid in telling me that my
education was impressive but
I had no relevant work experi-
ence.

Ah, so that's important
too? In short-very.

Professors are linkd in.
At any quality school faculty
have industy knowledge and
connecnons.

Creating a network while
you are in school is inqediblv
impomanf Therearcnumy
ways to do it.

Working as aresearch as-
sistant or taking on a co-op

are both great ways to get to
know faculty and potential
employers.

Andrew Malashewskv is
in his final year of a bachelor
of business administration de-
gree at Okanagan College.

He didn't graduate this
spring with many of his
friends because he is currentlv
working at GrantThomton. 

-

Andrew has been with
the accounting firm for eight
months andis taking sum-
mer classes while working
part-time. He'll continue that
schedule into the fall and then
graduate in December.

When hereceiveshis
parchmenthe will have afirst-
class education, references
within his desired indusfv. a
little extra money ln his piit<-
et (one ofthe great benefits
of working while going to
school) and most likelv a firll-
time position waiting for him.

Goingto school andget-
ting an education is impoft-
ant, but it is what vou do
while you are there that will
make the difference in the
early stages ofyoru career.

Fintoff, choosethe
school that is right for you,
and then do more than just
showup.

Make connections, get
some experience and ask for
references. You'il be glad to
have them when vou start
poundingthe pavement

Christiru Uhneris a
witerintlepublb$ain
bure au of Olcana g an C olte g e.
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