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Southern BC colleges to colloborote
on progroms, services ond plonning
College of the Rockies, Selkirk Col-

lege and Okanagan College are collabo-
rating to provide a more integrated ap-
proach to offering educational programs
and services to students in British Co-
lumbia.

Presidents of the three institutions
recently signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) that provides the
framework for a new working relation-
ship. The MOU will allow the colleges
to work together on program develop-

ment and delivery improved transfer ar-
rangements to benefit students, sfudent
recruitment and applied research. The
MOU also covers areas such as offerins
programs from one institution to anothei
and intemational education.

"This MOU is a mutuallv beneficial.
collaborative approach to iost-second-
ary education in the southern and south-
eastern interior regions of our province
and will be a vehicle to enhance oppor-
tunities for our students and continue to
meet the educational and trainins needs
of our communities," said Collegi of the
Rockies president and CEO Dr. Nick
Rubidge.

"Through this agreement, we are bet-
ter able to co-ordinate what we offer,
how we offer it, and to maximize the
opportunities for students to access the
education they need," said Marilyn Lus-
combe, president of Selkirk College. "It
is a win for our learners and for our in-
stitutions."

"Each of our three institutions can
already claim considerable success in
meeting community needs," said Okan-
agan College president Jim Hamilton.
"This agreement provides us the chance
to share our unique programs and ser-
vices and develop new opportunities for
students and employers."

Any program or service agreements
developed between the three institutions
or among any of the signatories will be
covered by separate agreements.

Together, the three colleges educated
or trained a total of 11,269 full-time
equivalent students in 2007-08. Their
regions cover about 12 per cent of the
overall area ofthe province and take in
about 12.7 per cent of the Province's
population (550,890 of 4.31 million
people.)
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