- Not many students actually read during readmg week

A bout five years agol
attended a conference
in Daytona Bcach in
Febriay.

"This conference was

: held at the same time as Can-

- ada College week and the
city was full of Canadian uni-
versity studcnts onreading. -
break.

Acoordmg to aJocal cab
driver, he enjoyed this weak
becanse the Canadian stu-
dents were polite, drank less

and were less Bkely to inflict

damage on the city in com-

parison to American College

 week, whichis usually a few
weeks later.

~ Twas alsoﬂunlangat
the time that there was ab-
solutely no way that Tcould
have afforded to go to Dayto-
na Beach in February when 1
wasastudent. -

‘The university T went -
to-didn’t even have reading
break, and if it-did I would
probably have spent the time
working to make extra money
and catching up on my home-

" work.

So what is reading br_eak
all about if some students
can go off and pariy, some
students actually study and
others don’t even get a break?
Through a little bit of re-
search I found out that most
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traditional (this means oldér
schools) Canadian aniver-
sities have a reading break,

- which tends to be a complete

week off from classes.

* Very few commumn-
ity colleges offer students a
“full week off, often it’s justa
conple of days, .-

The logic behind not of -
fering students a miid-win-
ter break is to give them the
oppoxfunity to finish exams -
carlier in April and enter the

- summier job market sconer
rather than later, .

In academic timetabling,
reading week is adopted pri-
marily in Canada and the- -
United Kingdom.

Teisn’t part of the Amier-

If you go on YouTube

" youcan find allsorts-
of spring break
videos that you
wouldn’t want o
show your

' . grandmother, le_t.

alone your parents:

ican system; universities there
tend to run on the quarter sys-
tem with texmns that are 10
weeks long.

Usually a term wifl end in E

mid-Mzarch and this is when
students travel to the south-:

ern states or Mexico and cele- .
. bate spring break: ’

This is why you will
begin to see advertisements
on American TV highlighting
all sorts of activities for what
is usually termed spring
breakout.

Spring breakout is so
popular in the United States
thiat there is an entire indus-
try that caters to young people

during this time including re-

. sorts, airlines, Iestau.tanrs, .

clothing labels beer compan-

- ies,ete.

T you go on YouTube

- you can find all sorts of -

spring break videos that you
wouldn't want to show your
grandmother, let alone your
parents:if you are a college
student interested in seeing
what American College Week
is all about.
T comparison, there
m 5

. they should spend theirread-

ingwesk., .

On one student Websntc
T did notice some deals on
downhill skiing: .

One of our deans to]d
e yeirs ago thit we fieed
tochange what we'call read-
ing break because he:-believed

. most students didn"t really

understand why they got that
time off.

“To tim it wasnt about
partying, skiing, or hofi-"
days irthe sun biit >

Friday, February 27, 2009 capital ngi

to catch up ot your readmg

. and getready for all those fe-

sgatch papers that wese due
in March.

So this begs the questton
Can yon catch up with all that
rezding and hormework: while
sitting on abeach in Mex-
ico, dmkm a Cofona; surs .~
ronnded by 300 other college :
students? : i

" Jane Muskem is the i
ager of student recruitment at

Okanagan College.
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