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The 2009 Busifiess
Excellence Awards were
handed out last week at
a gala banquet hosted by
the Delta Grand Okanag-
an Lakefront Resort.

The 20 finalists, their
guests and -conmunity
leaders helped to celebrate
22 years of business ex-
cellence in Kelowna,

Robert Fine, execu-
tive director of the Central
Okanagan Economic De-
velopment Comimission,
was honoured as the 2009
Business Leader of the
Year, sponsored by UBC
Olkanagan.

Kelowna - Regional
Fertility Centre, owned by
Jason Broome, was the re-
cipient of the 2009 Rising
Star award sponsored by

-the FomsBC

- This award is for new
companies that have been
in business less than thiee
years.

Other finalists were

© 82 Innovative -Products

Group Ltd,, Vineyard Net-
works

- A panel of judges se-
lected three - outstanding
Kelowna area business-
es as the 2009 recipients
of the following Business
Awards:
- For the Sma]l Busi-
ness Award {(1-10 employ-
ees), sponsored by TD
Canada Trust, the winmer
was Modem Pur Air Inc.,
owned by, Don and Lane
Martin.

Other finalists in this
category were Interior Tax
& File Small Business

Services, Orchard & Vine

Maganne, Platmum Per-
sonnel & Business Servi-
ces

The recipient of the .
Mid-Size Business Award

(11-30 employees), spon-
sored by BDO Dunwoody
LLP, was JDS Energy &

Mining, owned by Jeff

Stibbard.

The - othér finalists

were CBID Network and

the Vedanta Academy

Winner of the Large

Business Award (31+ em-
ployees) sponsored - by
MacKay LILP was CTQ
Consultants Ltd., owned
by Matt Cameron.

The other finalists
were Expert Hearing
Group and Paragon Phar-
macies

The Community Im-
pact Award sponsored by

Urban Systems went t0
the Kelowna Art Gallery,
operated by Dona Moore.

The other nominees
were Big Brothers and
Sisters of the Okanag-
an, Women’s Enterprise
Centre, United Way of the
Central & South Okanag-
an ‘

Young Entrepre-

‘neur of the Year (indi-

vidual under 34 years of
age) sponsored by Pros-
pera Credit Union went
t0 Mark and Todd Regi-

* er, co-owners old Prestlge

Collision.

The .other final-
ists were Raegan Hall,
Blonde, and Angela Reid,
Tigress Ventures
© “We satute those who
have recognized a busi-
ness opporturity, seized

usmess Week award wmners

it and pr(_)spered,” said
Nomn - LeCavalier, Ke-
lowna Chamber of Com-
merce president.

“The  accomplish-
ments and dedication of
all the finalists honoured
last evening are impres-
sive and their stordes -
spire us all. We are proud’
of the contributions these
exceptional business lead-

- ers have made in our com-

munity.”

Presented by the Ke-
lowna Chamber of Com-
merce and Gold Sponsors

* the Business Development

Bank of Canada, and Far-
ris, Vaughn, Wills and
Murphy LLP, the popular
Kelowna event was part
of the annual Small Busi-
ness Week activities, Oct.
181024,




