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Testing the labourpool waters
J a maica's project to send

skil led workersto Canada is
moving forward quickly, but
still faces some obstades.

Ih Aunr,rn Nm<x;zylr
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A;'.';#Iil:#i
the Jirrnaica latxrur Pany
nectlcd to rluickly show it
coukl tleliver on its platfbrrn
of ".lohs. .lobs, Jobs."'Ihcy 

wcrc li)rtun:rte that
lhc orrtgoing Pctplc's Na-
tirlxrl Parly lcli thcnr a prr>
jcct which, if it dclivers ur
:rll of its lxrtcntial. could scc
thousantls oftraincd antl ccr'-
tilicd.larnaicarrs gctlin-q tl(xxl-
paving.jobs ilr Camatla allow-
ing thcnr to thcn send rloney
honrc to $cir farnilics.

fir,en hctter firr thc gov-
cmment, a tlelegation head-
cd by the projcct's Canatli:ur
partrrcrs {)k:uragrn Collcge
iutcl tic rcgion's liconom-
ic Dcvclopment ( ornmis-
sion-anjved irr Jan.raica witlr
a group ofCanadian ernploy-
crs only six weeks afler tlre
clcction.

It providccl I}c govcnt
rnent with an cxcellent public
rr:latkrns opportunity as it put
ils own slamp on fre projc-t.

The govenrmcnt cven
lgrrccl, at dre requcst 0f Mi-
chacl P:rltemorr, dre Okan-
gan Collcge business profes-
sor rvho is a driving forcc bc-
hind the projecl t() cover llly
tirf;re and hotel costs so tl)at
I could cover drc four-day
cxcursion for n:aders oftirc
C-t1tit<tl Nans.

What I found is a pnrjcct
sunoundcrl by krts ofopti-
rnisrn tlrat is rnoving vcry
r apidly.

But l.here are still some
significmt obstacles to get
arormd and lots of work lo do
before the project will be able
to deliver on all of its prom-
lss.

The project began earlicr
this year as an effort t0 broad-
en Okanagan College's inter-

nirtional recruihrJnt by arran-
ging for student and t:riulty
exchanges bchvcen OC and
Jatnaican colleges. lt quick-
ly snowhallcd into sometlring
rnuch bigger.

'The advcnt of Michacl
I)atlerson as onc <lfoul pro-
fcssors ofbusinessjust led to
a whole scrics ofopportun-
ilics," said the ctrllege's prcs-
idcnt Jim Hamilton on the lirst
day ofthc trip.

Pattos()n. who was tx)m
in .lanraica but uirs cducatsl
in thc tJnitc(l Kihldtm, start-
cd at Okanagan Collcgc in
.lanuzuy. I lc h:rs provcn to bc
rcry adept at lacilitatirrg high-
levcl connections htrtwccn of-
ficials in Canada and Janraica.

Undcr a rlernorandum
of undcrstmding reachcd
in April, Jiunaica's national
h aining institution. I'IEART
Trust/N1A, agrecd to rccruit
ald scrcen cerlified tradcs-
people for possible enrploy-
ment in Can:rda. In August,
l2 Jamaican cary)cnters ar-
rivcd in thc Okanagan to
wotk for Greyback Conshuc-
tion.

Anticipating that this is
only the bcginning, the pre-
vious Janraic:rn govemment
opened a liaison otlice in Ke-
Iowna :urd appointed Patter-
son honoumrJr consul.

lrnking to rnal,ic its
skilled workcrs rnolc atutct-
ive trr lhc Canadian tnar-
ket. the Jamaican govemnrcnt
hops that, with thc assist:rncc
of OC, it will be able to ail-
just its tmining pnrgrqrns fir
tradcs prople arxl hcalth care
profcssionals so that Janrai-
can workem can cal Canad-
ian certilications in Janraica.

'They can pass the Can-
adian rcquirements here.
When they get to Canad4'
they go right into thejob," Ja-
maica's Minister of l-abour
and Social Security, Pemard
Charles, said in an interview.

STEVE KOEHtE. ()kanag-
irn Collcgc's vicc prcsident,
irrtenrational, talks with Ja-
maica's l-abour and Strcial
Security Minister Pemard
Chiules (atxrve ) following a
press conl'erence to opn a job
fair hostcd hy ttre ministrl.
Next to Charles is the min-
istty's perrnancnt
secrctaryAlvin Mclntosh.
Osboume Mitclrell (dght), a
trained Jarnaican rna.son who
wants to work inCanada,
wait-s his tur:r for an inlcruicw
with a Canadian crnploycr al
ajob fair hostcd by thc Jarnai-
can govenrrnent. Sitting with
hirn irc his cousin Irclicia
Ilrurison and his daughtcr.
Shauna lVlrtchcll.
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. "We will hc prcpauing
people spccifically for the
slrndards required by Can-
a<la. both in the construction
field md the rnedical field and
any other field you wish us to
prepare for."

With a lot of fanfare.

Ch:rlcs' luinistry put on a
thrce{ay job fair:

Okanagiu employcrs In-
terior Hcaith, Mateo Resort,
Sun Valley Wndow Cleaners
and the Gocxl Szunaritan Smi-
ety were joined by two com-
panies working on projects

in Alaurta's oi I sands, l.cdcor
Construction and JV Driv
er. Belween dlenr t}cy intcr-
viewed about -5fi) presclccted
Jamaican.job hunters.

At a press confercncc
laurching the.ioh fair. the
EDC's Robert Fine laid out

thc rationalc lbr lJre ('arrirt l-

izur dclegation's prcsencc in
Janraica.

"Brit ish Colunrbia antl
Albcr1a are the fastest gft)w-
ing pnrvinces in Canada." hc
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