Scott shooB for Olymplc berth
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In December 2005,
the Kelly Scott rink bad its
collective heart broken on
one shot at the Canadian
curling trials in Halifax.

" Shannon  Kleibrink
seored . three unlikely
_points with her last rock
in the 10th end, launch-
ing the Calgary rink to the
Olympic Games in Ttaly
and sending. the Kelow-
na curlers packing back to
the Okanagan.

~ Four years later to the
week, a more seasoned
and resolute Scott crew
has retymed for another
shot at: Olympic glory as

the Canadian trials open -

-today (Sunday) at Rexall
Placein Edmonton. -

Fight women's and
~ eight men’s rinks will take
to the ice over the mext
week to determine this

- country’s two curling rep- -

resentauves for the 2010
Olympic Winter Games
in Vancouver.

“This is a goal that’s
been atmeost four years in
the making and Tthink we

all feel thrilled fo-be play- -

ing in BEdmonton, it’s what
we've been working 10~
‘wards all along,”
-Scott. “Now, it’s just one
event, one tournarment, in-
stead of a series of events,

so now we can just focus:

on this one tournament
and try and grind it out.

“Halifax (2005) was:

a really big lesgon for us,’
Scott added. “We can take
what we learned back then
“and what we've leam-
éd since forward with us,
not dwell on the hype; the
media, or the disiractions.

CWe need to }ust go ont and

curl!

For the Scott rink,
there have been plenty of
highs and a few lows since
that heart-wrenching sct-

said

back four years ago. The
Kelowna crew won the
2006 Canadian women’s
title, then followed up with
wins at both the 2007 na-
tional and world women’s
curling chaimpionships.
After slipping some-
what under the radar over
the past couple seasons,
the Kelowna women made
a persornel move in the

- suramer of 2009, addinga

ew lead in Jacquie Arm-

. strong, and have since re-

gained some of the]r win-
THNg Ways.

Scott, third Jeanna
Schraeder, second  Sasha
Carter, and -Armstrong

won the Manitoba Lot-

teries . Women's Curling

Classic in October, while -

qualifying for the playoffs
in three other World Curd-
ing Tour events. Then,
1ast month, the Scott rink
emerged from the Can-
adian pre-trials in Prince
George with one of four

berths to Edmonton

In Sasha Cart-
er's mind, the Scott rink
-couldn’t-be in much bet-
ter form heading into the
trials, both mentally and
physically

“I's been -a real-

ly good vear for us,” said &

Carter. “We feel like we're

Iight there with our game,
we're gefting ‘back to
where we need to be and
we're not doubting any-
thmg and T think we
probably were doubting
some things for a while.

- “Whether it’s yous-

. self, ar the ice, or what-

ever, there’s no room for
douobt. We know we'll
have 1o play well t©o win
and T know gight now

we're believhig in our-,

selves”

The teams will. each
play seven round robin
gamés in Edmonton with
the first-place rink earning
abye into the final on Sun-
day, Dec. 14. The second

—and third place teams will

play off for the right to ad-
vance to the champion—
_ship. -

For the Scott rink, it’s
been an eventful journey
getting back to the trials,
‘one they clearly hope will
end with a trip t© Vancou—
_ ver next February.

“The harsh reality is
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KELOWRNA'S Kelly Scott (middle), along with third Jeanna Schraeder (right),
second Sasha Carter and lead Jacquie Armstrong (not pictured) will be in Edmonton
this weekend for the Roar of the ngs Canadian Olymplc curling trials.

that there is only one win-
ner, it’s been a fotir-year
process narrowing down

o eight rinks and it’s been

pretty cutthroat up to this
point” Scoft said. “Now

- #’s a matter of playing
our hearts out for a week

where one teamn is a happy
team, and the rest are los-

ers, basically.
“We just have to real-

Jly stay grounded -and

know it's just a game,”
she continued. “If we win,
great it’s the chance of a

lifetime. If we don’t, this -

isn’t a do-or-die moment
for vs, we’ll be playing
after this regardless of the

results in Edmonton. So
we'te just going to-give it
our all and maybe be real-
ly happy girls when it’s all
over,’

The Scott rink will
open play Sunday at 1
pan. against Saskatoon’s
Stefanie Lawton.
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