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Hamilton’s term as OC president is extended five years

Add another item
to  Okanagan College
President Jim Hamﬁton s
to-do list: Re-order busi-
ness cards.

The Okanagan Col-
lege Board of Govern-
ors announced today that
Hamilton’s contract has

been extended for five -

years.

“Cwver the past five
years (Hamilton) has
done an exceptional job
of leading Okanagan Col-
lege to 2 remarkable series

-of accomplishments dur-

ing a period of immense
change and growth,” said
Janet Shaw, the Okanagan

College board president.

Jim Hamilton

“Our students and the
comumunities we setve are
the beneficiaries of his
leadership™

Shaw credited Hamil-
ton for playing a key role
in the transformation of
Okanagan College into
what she called “an insti-
tution of prominence in
BC”

“He has ecarmned the
respect and confidence
of the staff of Okanag-
an College, of our board,
and community leaders
thronghout the Okanagan,

Similkameen and Shus-
wap-Revelstoke  region,”
Shaw said.

“He has also distin-
guished himself provin-
cially and nationally”

Hamilton was recent-
ly chosen as chair of the
B.C. College Consortivim,
made up of the province’s
11 colleges. He is the for-
mer chair of the B.C.

" Trades Training Consor-

tum.

With 29 vears experi-
ence at Okanagan Col-
lege, Hamilton has seen
dramatic changes.

He has served as a
proféssor, an adoinistra-
tor and even as a board
member, during a period
when he was working for
School District 22.

He was appointed in-
terim president of the col-
lege when the B.C. gov-
ernment announced that

Okanagan University Col-

lege would become two
institetions: UBC Ola-
nagan and Okansgan Col-
lege.

For a petiod before
the July 1, 2005 transiton,
Haunilton was the only of-

ficial employee of the new
" Okanagan College.
“T'm: glad our staff
mambers  have grown
since then,” he said.
Today, Okanagan

pectations in terms of the
nwmber of students it edu-
cates; in fact, it has grown
about 48 per cent in terms

: of full-time equivalent stu-
¢ dents educated annually.

College has more than
1,000 employees, with an
annual operating budget
of more than $82 million.
Last year, it educated
mrore than 19,000 students

‘“T'm grateful for the

vote of confidence from

the board,” said Hamiltorn, .
“and welcome the oppor-
tunity to continue o work
with so many people at

at its campus% and cen-’
tres, which stretch from
Revelstoke to Oliver.
Since its inception,
Okanagan College has ex-
ceeded ' government ex-

“the college who believe so

strongly in post-second-
ary edizcatfon and meot-
ing the needs of our com-
munities”
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