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Taking care of business - at miiege

Many people think of commerce programs as the sole domain of universities. They would be wrong

" BY TERREWCE BELFORD”

n Halifax, Shawn Swinkels,
23, has his hearf sef on be-
ing an entreprenet, rin-
ning his own marketing
company for small business,
In Toronto, David Uleryk, 24,
sees himself s a business ex-
ecutive, based perhaps in the
Caribbean or Eurcpe. In Sud-
buty, Catly Hughes, 22, is
looking forward. to a career
path that will take her well

- beyond being a filing clerk or

secretary, and in Kelowna,

Reld Skillington, 34, wants a
career, not just a job.

What ties alf four of these.

young people togethier is tha
each decided the buildmg
blocks of their futura lay j
community college business
courses. They represent a
swelling tide of people -
young and not s6 young -
who are entolling in one-,
two- and three-year diploma

programs, post-diploma certif-

icate courses and even ander-

graduate degree courses at

colleges across the country.
The reason? Colleges offer

practical skills and high-job -

placement rafes, says James
Knight, president of the Asso-
ciation of Canadian Commun-
ity Colleges, based in Ottawa,
“We have 155 inembers

across Canada with about
1,000 campuses and almost
all of ther offer some form.

"ot farms of business courses,”

says Mr. Knight, “Almost all
Tepott more applicants'for.
seats than they can place and,
when it comes to finding jobs
ot gtaduation, their place-
ment 1ates within six months
of graduation yun from g
per cent to more than gs per
cent” ,

And, increasingly, those col-
leges are not just training
young people to work for oth-
e1s. Af a growing number
there are couzses and suppott
mechanistns to teach them
hew to work for themselves.

THE ENTREPRENEUR
That is what drew Shawn
Swinkels to Nova Scotia Com-

- munity Colfege. He had done

twao years of a bachelor’s de-
gree at St, Francis Xavier Uni-
versity before realizing a
univetsity degree alone would
not take him where he want-
ed 10 go. Instead, he engolled
in the two-year diploma .-
course in business admlmstra-
tion with a specialty in m:
keting at NSCC.
His- goal-is to run his own'

'shop and, now into his sec-

and Year, he has already
worked mdependently under
fhe:supervision of 4 faculty .

1 memher fo plan and Jaunch
1'His own marketing company

for small business. He already
liis'several clients, including
His father's bowling alley, and

{ully expects to be up and
| Funning successfully when he
graduates,

“What | liked was that -
NSCC has a course in entre-
preacurship - even though I
did not take it - and a new

eafrepreneurs club, of which I

am vice-president,” he says.

“Tt is a great chance to net-

work and exchange ideas. Fy-
ery new idea I get, 1 write
down in a notebook®
NSCC has about 2,100 full-
fitme business students and
offers 11 business courses, in-
duding one- and two-year
courses and one-year post-
graduation advanced certifi-
cates, says Bill Walsh, dean of
business, More importantly, it
now has that entreprenenr-
ship cowsse available fo any
student in any progtam, not
just those studying business,
“Having those skills, that
self-discipline, may prove es-

sential to anyone in any job,"

he says,
THE GLOBAL VIEW

‘Dave Uletyk sees himself on a

different path. His goal is to
gain a Bachelor of Applied
Business degree with a speci-
alty in financial services from
Toronto’s George Brovm Col-
lege followed by his Chartered
Accountant designation and
then work maybe for a bank
ot ane of the big accounting

firms in the Caribbean, Latin

Shaven Sivinkels at NSCC, Atz DARROW EOR THE GLOBE AND MAIL

America or Eirope.
Originafly trained at Gecrge

 Brown as a chef with both a

two-year diploma and a2 one-
year advanced certificats, the.
dream of a career aboad first
hit home during a placement
in Kaly, working in a restau-
rant on Lake Como, At the
same ime, however, he suf-

fered knee problems and real-

ized that by age 35, a life
standing over a stove all day
would not be physically possi-
ble.

"I went back to George
Brown and enrolled in the
fouir-year degree program. Tt
just seemed to make the most
sense, given whete 1 wanted
10 g0, he says,

Geotge Brovm has among

the largest business schools in
the country, with 3,100 full-
time students, says Elizabeth

“Speers; academic direcior at

its Cenire for Buasiness, “We

degtee in kinesiclogy, sport

and lefsure management
ahout 10°Feats ago, He tried
jobs at Tecreafion centres in
Saskatchewan and British Co-
lumbia bt/found them shy

have more applicants than we | on job satlsfaction,
can handle right now, she He enlisted in the Canadian
says. “What we aze finding is | Navy andwas sent off to
-that, increasingly, voung peo- | Quebec, 10 an officers™ train-
ple see the value of feaming. | ing course, but infured his leg
"t Practical skills to give them a | and had to drop out, .
Head start on a career” “T could have waited a year,
B recovered and then gone
FIRST STEP UP THE LADDER through the course again but
Ttwas indeed the desire to re« | then 1 tatked with frionds
entet the work force with who were accountanits. My-
practical skills that propelled | brother 5 an accountant, as
Carly Hughes toward Cam- well, They-said Why not trya
brian College in Sudbuzy, She | business course in account-
had tried a year of a degree in | ing? *
pychology at Nipissing Uni- That led t¢ enrolling at
vesity in North Bay, followed | Okanagan-College i in a two-
by a yéer working at min- year diplorna course in ac-
imum-wage fobs Jike waitregs- | counting .
ing, Neither provedtobe her | He says he loved it so ‘much
cup of tea, that wher he graduates this
“I decided to take the three- | spring he will fransfer his
vear diploma course in busi- | credits to Okanagan’s four-
ness administration at Cam- | year Bachelor of Business Ad-
brian becanse 1 thought, ministration course and, after
while 1 might have to start graduation, begin his CA des-
wotk at an engry-level job, my | ignation,
training would make it a lot “Prankly T don't know what
easier and faster to tise in will come after that,” he says,
whatevér job T get,” she says. | “Tjust know that my two-year
“Itis going to give me a ca- | course showed me I really
teer, not just a job." like accounting and I think I
Cambian offers a pair of have finally fouid something
two-vear courses in general | that will give me a great fu-
business and two three-vear | tuee
diploma courses, plus a post- |  The British Columbia col-
; | graduate cortificate in human | lege offers four two-year
% | resoutces, says business courses and a Bachelor of. -
schaol dean Geoff Dalton. Business Administration de-
“last fall we took in 180 new | aree at two of its four eam-
students, which is up 20 per | puses - Kelowna and Vernon,
cent from the year hefore and | says busitiess school dean
it January we had so many | Jayne Broaks. The oflier two
applications we took inay- | are at Penticton and Salimon
other 4g, which is up 40 per | Arm,
cent from the year hefore,” hé | *We have about 1,000 full-
$ays. : time students now but de-
“There is temfic demand for | mand is so strong we took in
our business courses and we | another 100 in January, which
can see that continning” we usually don’t do,” she
says. “Provincial surveys show
FROM NAVY TO NUMBERS that g5 per cent of out gradu-
Reid Shillington says he has | ates find jobs in their chosen
been around the block once | field and that says a lot about
or twice career-wise since . | what colleges can do for
graduating from the Univer- | young people looking for re-
sity of Saskatchewan with 2 | warding careers”
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