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Winnipeg slup _seekmg
3rd straight title; Kelowna
foursome standmg in the way

ByThe Canadlan Press '

Jenmifer Jones will be- the Sklp to beat as the

Canadian worhen’s curling championship.
kicks off ir Sault. Ste. Mar1e ‘Ont., this
‘weekend. :

- Jomes is. vymg for her fourth Scotties
Tournament of Hearts title and third in a row
- something that would firmly establish her
rink as ohe of the most dominant ever at the
event, - -

“Only two other women have won at least

three straight. Colleen Jones took four in a row .
from 2001 to 2004, while Saskatchewan’s Vera

Pezer won three straight hetween 1971 and 1973.

* Jones realizes how difficult lt’s going to be.

““QOch. That's pretty elite company and pres-

sure,” she said with a chuckle. “It’s always hard -

gnd it doesn't matter what the field is — it’s

always tough and this field is great and all the ‘

teams you expect to play well will play well.
- “If sport was.a gugrantee then it wouldn’t be

asmuch fun, she-added. “The- whole ides is.
“youhave to g0 ot there and perform your: best :
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. Kelly. Scott of Kelowna reacts while playmg against Cheryt Bernard at the Olymplc curling:-

on a-given day, atid that's’ what mal the o

adrenalinerush'and the goosebumps come and' SR /
. ing trials results - her team fmished 16 —into

I wouldn't trade that.”
After a strong season in 2009 Jones and her

team Had a dlsappomtmg performance ‘at the -
Olympie curling trials in Edmonton, missing’ .
fhe playoffs with a 25 record They’ll be’ lookmg

to put thiat behind them at the Scotties.
Kelly‘Seott froiir Kelowna should be another
sfrong contender in Sault Ste: Matie. Scott won
back-to-back Canadian tifles in 2008 and’ 2007
before takmg some tame off to have a baby

:She.ls hoping to turn her equally dlsappomt-

something positive.
“We're kind of looklng back on the last
Olymplc trials (in 2006), which again they were

"tough on us, losing the final game. But we were
* gble to'turn it areund and win our province and

then win Canada,” Scott said. “We're Jooking at
that and we kihow we're capable of it, so we just

‘_waht to go and perform very well. -

“The key is just to play loose out there and

, Scott among Scotties conter

good things happen

The recent Olympic trials should give some
advantage to Scott, Jones, Saskatchewan’s
Amber Holland and Ontario’s Krista
McCarville, because they got to play on top-
quality arena ice.

Those four rinks will likely have less of an -

adjustment to make during the Scotties, which
runs from today until Feb. 7.

“We've had a lot of exposure to arena ice thls
year, which is a nice thing,” said Scott.

“Norma]ly you play all year on curhng club
ce, which ig guite different,’ arid then the"

- Seotties is your first opportunity to get on-that:

arena setting. .
“It makes us feel a little more at ease and a
little bit more prepared as we head to the

1 Scotties.”

The 27-year-old McCarvﬂle is representmg
Ontario for the fourth time in the past five
years. She realizes she needs fo get at least oné
mare victory at this year’s Scotties tourngment,

. She has twice finished with a 6-5 record, but

has riever progressed beyond the tiebreaker
game. ¢
“My personal goal as1 2o 10 this is T need to
pick up on the ice early — hopefully within the
first game,” she said. “I honestly think the best
skip has their'draw weight and I want to-have
my draw weight in my back pocket.”

The field is a mixture of veterans along with
a fow rookies sprinkled in for good measure.

'Eve PBelisle from Guebec is making her second
_appearance as a skip while Naney McConnery

is'back for Neva Scotia, Kathy O'Rotlke makes.
another trip for Prince Edward Island, New

~Brunwick’s Andrea Kelly is back for a second

straight vear and Jill Thurston will again rep-

trials in December. Bernard won the event and will represent Canada at next month’s Games in resent Manitoba.

‘Vancouver, whlle Scott is vying for a national titie in Sault. Ste. Marte, Ont., this weekend

The bigeest surprise is out of Alherta; ‘wheré

Val Swesting upset highly favoured Shannon

Kleibrink with a 9-7 extra-end win. Sweeting, .
who is just 22, is the only all-rookie team —the -
oldest member is 23 while two others are 21,
Shelly Nichols upset former teammate
Heather Strong to make her way to the Scotties
for the first time as a skip, while Sharon
Cormier is also on her maiden voyage as skip

-for the Northwest Territories. She’ll have her

daughter Megan thréwing second stones.
Holtand rounds cut the field. She has been to
the championship before, but never as a skip..



