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Agilmpse uf the future Centre of Excellence building on Okanagan(ollegesl’entlcton campus; Righit: Veron envirgnmentaf plan-
ner Brooke Marshall discusses how the cityis approachmg sustainaility at a Wednesday luncheon at the Vernon Lodge.
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Business Editor

It isn't easy being green Kermit the Frog would have
been bang on had he been talking about sustainable develop-
ment, rather than life s an amphibian,

The movement towards envifonmental sustaimability is
gathering steam in all areas of industry, business and devel-
opment, yet there is still much uncertainty amongst indi-
viduals and businesses who are looking 1o do their part.

“The Greater Vernon Chamber of Commerce, with spon-
sorship from B.C. Hydro, aimed to shed some enerpy-
efficient light on the subject at a sustainability kencheon
Wednesday afternoon at the Best Western Vernon Lodge,

- A trio of speakers - Robert Parlane, an architeci with
the Kelowna-based firm CEL; Myles Gregory of Hydro's
Power Smiart program; and Verno's environmental planner
Brooke Marshall - discugsed sustainability in their respective
fields and offered advice on how people can get involved.

 Parlane, who moved to Canada from the UK. in 2002,
is overseeing the new Centte of Excellerice in Sustainable

Building Technologies & Renewable Energy at the Penticton -

campus of Okanagan College. When it is complete, it will be
pnmarl]y used for the colleges trade programs,

“It really-s the most inspiring aspect for the design team,”
said Parlane, of the students who will study in the building.
“We've got an apportunity to really influence the industry
throughout the Okanagan, and probably beyond that”

Similar to the principles espoused by LEED (Leadership
in Energy and .Environmental Design), Parlane’s firm is
following design guidelines set out by a similar organiza-
tion, Living Building Challenge. The aim is for the design,
construction and operation of the finished facility to have as
lictle impact on the environment as possible,

Building a sustamab!e future

Parlene says the project is based on sit “petals” - site
sclection, net zero energy, water, building materials, indoor
quelity and beauty & inspiration. The building will featare
geothermal heafing and cooling, natusal ventilation, triple-

-glazed windows to mitigate heat Joss, sustainable stormwater

discharge, green roofs, solar power energy collection and
a host of other systems designed to reduce or eliminate
tesoutce conswmption,

Even though the use of pine beetle wood doesn’s fall with-
in the Living Building specs, Parfane says it was a “no-brain-
er” to use it for parts of the timber frame construction.

“We have all this surplus wood right en our doorstep,”
said Parlane. “The college is wanting to use this project as a
Eéarning tool. At the risk-of getting 2 badge (accreditation),
the college is still intent an wsing the wood !

Constructing a facility with these state-of-the-art tech-
nologies 15 expensive — about $300 per square foot — but
Parlane says operationals savings over the long teym can help
make upi for it. And while savings in heating and lighting are
quantifiable, he notes the benefits of improved work condi-
tions are more difficult to gauge.

“It’s hard to quantify, but if you're giving staff 2 betier

workplace in which to work, you get performance, better

staff retention, The benefits are long term.”

While Parfane is happy to see projects like the Centre of
Excellence receive media attention, he notes that in other
parts of the world, Eke Scandanavia, sustainability is the
nomm, not the exception.

“The Okanagan is lagging behind a lot of other places,
and Canada is lagging behind other parts of the world;” he
said. “There are lots of technologies and lots of innovation
here, but T'don’t see a lot of it being implemented.”

When it comes to sustainability in Vernon, Marshall says

CEIPROT ILLESTRATION -

it'is all about creating public awareneys, whether it's a pro-
posed develepment, Jand use Issues or home terovations.
“Its important for everybody in the community, no
matier hiow they see their role in the community, to get
involved,” she said. “The more input we have the more we're

. .ble fo mee the needs of the community. Bvery decision that

everybody malees conmbutes to the overall sustainability of
the community”

Maxy people take a “why bother?” attitude because, as
individuals, they feel ineffective in their atiempt to do the
right thing,

Marshall's response: “Your one abﬁlty to impact a sol1d
waste stream by composting may nct be that big of zn
impact, but if an entite neighbourhood commits to i, that
has a big impact”

Masshall urges people to visit the city’s website, www,
vernon.ca, o see what is being done locally in terms of
sustainability. The site contains links to exiernal sites that
will provide information on grants and rebates available for
home renovations.

“We =y to provide as much information as possible

“at every opportunity;” said Marshall, “but feel free to pick

people’s brains.”



