Optimism lies
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ThenIwasa
- young adult

¥ ¥ mthe 1980s,
many of my peers were
disgruntled about the fack
of jobs, the Reagan and
Thatcher governments in
the U.S, and Britain re-
spectively, and the econ-
omy.

Some of these people
were students who were
sheltered from the job - -
market—but worried

about graduation. Others. .-

were working at low pay- ..
ing jobs with little secur-
ity, while some were on- -
income assistance. -

It wasn’t a great time. - :
"7 gistance is considered the
|- norm as opposed tothe .

Thmgs startedtc
change in the mid-1990s
and now many of these
people have gainfulem-

" ployment and secure fu—

tures. -
But what happens
‘when these low times
continue for too long.
Currently in Great
Britain, the number of
young people either not
employed or not in school

" 15 935,000,

One in five young -
people eligible to work
are jobless.

This group is 50 large

‘ that they are now referred

to'as NEETs—Notin. *

education, employment or
training.
" So how did this hap-"-
pen to a First World coun-
which has been con- "

try, wi
sidered a major econom- -
ic power for the last 300 .
year$, if not longer. -

" Bconomic histor-

jans cite the inability.of -
the British labour force: -
to transition ifs workers
from the manofacturing.
sector to the infoﬁnaﬂon .
eConomy. .

In others words as
manufacturing dechined -
and workers-were dis-
placed, there was no place

" for them to go.

This began to hap- - -

- which means that marny
" of the current NEETs
“comde from families

.l:lme

“es a family culture whete

- unemployment exists,

" is launching a campaign'

pen close to 30 years ago, -

. ‘where their parents might .
ot have worked for SOITI

This in turn. 1egitim]z

by living off social as-

exceptlon
Children ralsed in
communities where hlgh

where there is Little ‘ec‘o—'
(44

WE SHOULD BE

GRATEFUL THAT

CANADIAN YOUTH

ON AVERAGE ARE

OPTIMISTIC AND

REALIZE THEY

" CAN ACCOMPLISH
 WHAT THEY SET
~QUTTODO

nomic activity combin

above this colture and -
move forward,”

“To deal with this issu
the British government

called Backing Young
Britain which will have

jobs for young people '
_They are also lookin
at providing more appren



