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"I'm dumbfounded. I'm so blessed," Catherine

out"n t"itf.itud to a class full of studelts and

t ilo* instructors at Okanagan College on

Thursday.- 
ittu tt ia.nts and instructol's of the adult aca-

demic and career preparation Program th^rew
Dvson a birthday party celebrating her.uutn
nirtnAay and honouring her 21 years as a [ter-
acv tutor.-:lI 

iiuinea ner in her first time' She was in the
atJt'ii"t"t"g wtren t was hired at the college"'
;;id Mil;;-" Stephens' instructor at.the liter-
acv centre. "Her impact has been really $ear'
siit i.-"tiv positive. She reinforces skills that
;;t"dht"i" the classroom, reirforces the skills
that thl student has. She's that person tnat
-i*f.t riittt itt student one on one and gives the
student extra support, extra Oraige'l'

"The marvelous thing is I think is watcnmg
them improve and even grater !s watchmg.mer
seLl-esteem rise as they get better wrtn me
inefiih luncouge," said Dyson' "It's a really sat'
isfying thing to be doing."
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Okanagan College tutor Catherine Dyson blows

oui tfrE candle-s on her 88th birthday cake

inutia"v as some of her students look on'

Silvia Leska, one of Dyson's students echoes

this sentiment. "She's just so patient' l Snow ln
hieh school, teachers got impatient wltn people

an"d iust left them, but I see her actuauy puttlllg

fr"iif.tt ttt" teaching peopie' It means a lot to

her to see People succeed'" . i"M;i;i 
bvs'on's students who get help with

rd;iiit;tild ieading know that is not all that
Dvson is there for."*Y;;;-d-t lk to her about anything," said stu-
dent Regina Teichroeb'
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"She's a very lovely lady. I really enjoy talking to
her," agreed Barbara Dumbovic, another of Dyson's
students.

During the past two decades, adult academic and
career preparation program provides a resource for
students to come get help on a variety of academic
and personal issues from reading and spelling to
math and help with driver's licences or citizenship
papers.

"Literacy tutoring can be a whole range depend-
ing on the needs of the student," said Stephens.
"Dyson is easy to work with and adaptive. She can
rise to that occasion; she has a very good background
in English."

Dyson, who began her tutoring career after retir-
ing as a nurse in 1986, has also volunteered in many
other ways throughout the community over the
years.

"I've always volunteered for something or other. I
started a Girl Guide group many years ago' Then in
the days when you used to go house to house to col-
lect for the Heart Foundation, I did that. I did Meals
on Wheels for quite a few years," said Dyson.

"You've got to give something back to the commu-
nity, that's why I do it. I love it."


