
BareBones Guide to the Canon S3 IS Digital Camera 
 
Taking a Picture 
 
1. Remove the lens cap. 
 
2. Turn on the power. The red camera is record mode. 
The blue triangle is playback mode. 
 
3. If you want to, flip out the LCD viewfinder. 
 

4. Set the mode dial to A for fully automatic 
operation. P is useful when you don’t want the 
flash to fire automatically. 
 
 
5. Press the shutter release. 
 
 
6. Press the FUNC button to change settings such 
as image resolution. 
 
 
7. Press the OFF button in the middle of the 
power switch to turn off the camera. 
 

 
Making a Movie 
 
1. Press the silver button with the red dot beside the 
viewfinder to record a movie. 
 
 
 
Playback 
 
1. Slide the power switch to the blue triangle. 
 
8. Use the jog wheel to navigate thru your pictures. 
 
 
 
Moving picture and movie files onto a computer 
 
 
option 1: Open the cover on the right side hand grip. Push in the SD card to make it pop out. Flip open 
the built-in USB connector and insert it into the USB slot on your computer. It should appear as a 
removable drive on your computer. (The camera power should be OFF when you remove the USB card) 
 
option 2: Open the cover for the camera’s USB port just above the handgrip cover. Connect the USB 
cable from the camera to your computer. Turn on the power to put the camera into playback mode. It 
should appear as an external drive on your computer. 
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