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city. horvever. one ofthe group sutlered
a back injury rvhile peering at a work
of art on a ceiling. Mont-v N{cKinnon
rvould havc to sit out thc ncxt attempted
poach.

"We drove up to the second ski hill
- Alta. This time u,e had thc bcnefit of
having lots of time to u.alk around and
scope it out." said Ruhland.

The group parked their car ln a resl-
dential neighbourhood and slept fbr
a ferv hours setting thcir alarm for 3
a.m.

Burgeois once again startcd thc hike
up thc mountain with Ruhland and ran
der Veen, but due to asthma. had to ttlm
back. This time she s'aited for them in
the car so as to aloid being spotted b1'
the rnountain's statl-.

Students break boundaries, earn bucks by
snowboarding where they aren't wanted

Bl Karen Knelsen

l'he rvord "poach" usually ref-ers to
either a rnethod of cooking cggs. or the
act of illegal hunting but not uhen it
comes to Olir er's Sid Ruhland and thre c
of his college friends I'rorn Kelo$'na.

" l  buught i r  sno\vbuarding mat:rz int '
and the first advertisement in thc maga-
zinc u'as the Poach for F'reedom (ad)."
said Ruhland.

To poach. in the u'orld of sno*boirrd-
ing magazincs at least. is to rtde tktrvn
a ski run on a ski mountain on a snou -

board. rvhere snorvboarding isn't al-
lou,ed-

"What the competition uas aimtng to
achieve rvas to pressurc the ski hills into
allou,ing snou'boarders." Ruhland said.

At the start ofthe contest. u'hich *as
put on by Burton Snorvboartls. thcrc
uerc firur ski hills in the United States
that did not allou' snou,boarding. Burton
offered to pay 56,250 lo thc competitors
rvho filmed the bcst vrdeo ol their expe-
rience poaching a run on any of'the fbur
mountains.

"Originally snot'boarding s'as re-
garded by skicrs as not a serious spoft."
said Ruhland. on rvhl some hills don't
allou the sport. "One of the issues u'as
Iiability. because skiers saq' snouboard-
ing as more dangerous."

He said there may harc bccn some
concem about snou'borrds rvrecking
snos'on runs, but Ruhland believes it's
all a matter of opinion.

Something clse he believcs rs that
snorvboarding should be alloncd er-
eryrvhere. and that was u'hy he and hts
liiend Allard van der !'ecn entered the
contesl.

"lt sas hard to figure out uho uas gtt-
ing and how *-e rvere going to get thcrc."
Ruhland said.

The group chose to Iilm r ideos oftheir
puaching expcr iences al  l \ \ ( )  m{)untr ins
in Utah Deer Valley Resort, and Alta
Ski Area. They won for therr vrdeo at
Al ta.  in Sal t  Lake Cr[ .

l'he iirst attempt at poachccl runs near-
lv failsd $,hen Steph Burgeois. u'ho suf-
fers from asthma. had to stop hcr hike up
the mountain (thcy couldn't usc the lil1s.
because they u.ere sneaking in without
pennission) and ride back to the bot-
tom to wait tirr thc group. Eventuall,v ski
patrol spotted her snorvboard. told her
thcy kne$ about the contest and what
shc uas up to. She u'as toltl to call her
liiends and tell thcm to conte down the
mountain. She complied and the group
left peacefully (a rule ofthe contest).

l'he second attempt - at Alta Ski Re-
sort $as more successtul.

"Aftcr Deer Valley rve drole into Salt
Lake City and did a bit of sightseeing

it's a really bcautifirl crty," Ruhland
said. At one of the monumcnts In the

Oliver's Sid Ruhland, centre, stands with Steph Burgeois, left' and Allard
van der Veen, two of the triends who ioined him in entering a contest put on by
Burton Snowboards.

" l t  uas just  rne and Al lar t l  le f i . "  Ruh-
land said.

Thc n\u hrJ \e\erJ l  h i l t l r )  t0 $al t  ln
the cold dark betbre the sun came ttp
enough to see and the rnountain opened
- thcy s'erc looking forrvard to an audi-

When the tirne *as right Ruhland and
his f r iend g( , t  \ \hat  thcr  hr t l  bccn \ \a i t -
ing fbr.

"Therc u'ere a lot of people staring,"
he said. Thc two $ere mct at thc bottom
by Alta stalf and told to leave. but agatn
the encounter was peacefirl.

Ruhland and his fiiends did rvin the
prize. but he said the rnone) \\as never
the point of their adr enturc.

"I think it should be allou'ed every-
sherc because it's a legitimate sport. It's
just as much of a sport as skiing. lt's a
full range ofpeople s ho snouboard: it's
not  Jr . rs l  thc punL dcrnographic."

Making a statement about *.ho sno$'-
hoards isn ' t  ercr t  the m(,st  impr)r tent
thing to Ruhland.

"Really'. rt's just that \\'e \\'ant to be
able to share the ski hill. \\'e have noth-
ing against skiers. so they' should have
nothing against us either."

Onno Wieringa. gencral manager of
the Alta ski hill said the decision to not
allorv boarding on the mountain doesn't
have anything to do rvith sattt.v or qual-
i t1 of  snorr  t r r  , l iscr tmtnat ion rguinst
any denographic that snowboards.

"l love snorvboarding: I think it's a
great spor1." He said the reasons Alta
doesn't allo*' snoriboarding hare more
to do uith tradition than an1'thing else.

"Just because something is there
doesn't mean you hare to allou every
activit_v that goes on. \\'e'r'e got a good
product and our skiers like and it enough
of them shorv up to support it. [t just
u'orks good tbr us.''

Hc said the poaching contest ma,"- be
having an opposite ellect to Ruhland's
goals.

"This marketing plo)' that Burton is
doir rc i :  makrnt  thc ror t l  b iggcr."


